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Here's your latest P-W, and despite the fact that it is a summer issue, 
we think it is quite a great one. 

Certainly, Walter Breen's manuscript on the Morristown Mint should be 
worth your annual dues. Walter has done a fascinating job of research and 
narration - as would be expected - and P-W considers the paper to be one of 
the finest such articles on Colonial history that we have ever published. 

Last minute mails brought us a fine article on grading, written by Jerry 
Bobbe, and a 1977 half cent census report by Ron Guth. Chuck Heck contri- 
buted an excellent book review. There are quite a few other items of interest, 
too . 


John Wright is back with his revision article on the 1830 large cents. 

Milt Pfeffer continues his addenda on the half cent catalogue sales. There are 
other items which should tickle your fancy and stimulate your gray matter too. 

Despite the fact that we reverted to bulk mailing last issue and mciny of 
the copies were somewhat delayed in their delivery, there was no real jaw- 
boning about first class mailing. This current issue will go out under bulk 
mailing too, and we'd be interested in hearing from you if you are unhappy over 
our efforts to save money for EAC by so doing. 

In the same regard, there has been very little communication from the 
members as to items, articles, or comments suitable for inclusion in this 
issue. P-W depends upon its members for its material, so let's everybody 
knuckle down and come up with some good papers for the next issue. Don’t 
expect the next guy to provide something to entertain or to keep you informed 

and up-to-date. This is a mutual venture for the benefit of all so join 

in the fun and help out P-W at the same time. 

Things are falling into shape for our annual meeting to be held on the West 
Coast in early 1978, and we expect to have some information for you on that 
affair* by the next issue of P-W too. 

That's about it for this time around. We hope that all of you are enjoying 
the summer - such as it has been so far, anyway - and that each and every 
one of you comes up with a real cherrypicking find in the meantime! 

Here's looking at you! Cheers ! ! ! 


Warren A. Lapp, M.D. 
Editor and publisher 
and 

The Staff of PENNY-WISE 
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WALTER MOULD AND THE MORRISTOWN MINT 


Walter Breen 


Now that Herb Silberman has discovered the original location of Walter 
Mould’s Morristown Mint, it seems appropriate to give some account here of 
Mould’s coining activities, 1785-88, so far as they cam be reconstructed from 
the scanty existing documentation and the coins . 

So far, the documentation consists of the following: 

1 . On June 1 , 1786, the New Jersey legislature passed a bill. An Act for 
Establishing a Coinage of Copper in This State, authorizing three petitioners 
(Thomas Goadsby, Albion Cox, amd Walter Mould) to coin 3,000,000 coppers 
to pass current at 1 5 to the N . J . shilling. The coins had to weigh 150 grains 
each, that being the legislature’s idea of the proper weight of Tower Mint 
halfpence; and the entire 3,000,000 had to be completed not later than June 1 , 

1 788. For this franchise, the contractors had to pay a total of 10 per cent 
(300,000 coppers) or the equivalent in current money of N. J. in quarterly 
installments to State Treasurer James Mott. Each coiner had to deposit a 
bond with at least two sureties, binding them to faithful performance of their 
duties. 

2. For their original mint, Goadsby and Cox leased Daniel Marsh’s grist 
mill for seven years at 130 Pounds per year. This became known as Rahway 
Mills, and the site is marked by a plaque - it is on the east side of St. 
George’s Avenue, at School Street, on the Rahway River, next to Koos Bros. 
Departmert Store, in what is now Rahway but what, in 1786-88, was still a 
part of Elizabeth Town. This site was chosen by arramgement between their 
bondholder, Gen. Matthias Cgden, and his fellow Assemblyman, Daniel Marsh. 

3. The original authorizing act specified such ’’marks and inscriptions" 
as the State Supreme Court should direct. The devices chosen: nag’s head 
on torse, plough below, NCVA CAESAREA and date; reverse, a design 
originally intended for the Confederation, consisting of arms: argent, six 
pales gules, a chief azure, motto * E * PLURIBUS * UNUM * - clearly 
referring not to any one state, but to the union of the Criginal Thirteen. The 
original order has not survived; but, as the coins with this device did pass 
ctrrent, there is no doubt that its terms were ais above. We may presume that 
the Justices chose this combination of designs after Mould had shown them 
sample coins; how he got them and where they were made will be shown below. 

4. When the three coiners leased Daniel Marsh’s grist mills, Gen. 
Matthias Goden stood surety to Marsh for Mould and Cox, so that in the event 
of default of rents, Cgden would have to pay in their stead. The original leaise 
was on page 217, Liber A, Essex County Deeds, according to a surviving 
Greintor /Grantee index, but it was destroyed in a fire during the 19th century. 
The original lease was dated June 22, 1786, according to Gen. Cgden’s affi- 
davit and petition for a writ of ne exeat statum (N . J . Court of Chancery 
records, Cgden v. Mould, July 19, 1788). Why this court order will be made 
clear below. 
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5. Alleging that Mould had proved uncooperative in obtaining or con- 
structing machinery or in filing his own surety bond, Goadsby and Cox on 
November 17, 1786 petitioned the legislature to be allowed to coin their 
2,000,000 coppers independently of Mould's million, which was greinted as of 
November 22, 1786. 

6. Mould filed his surety bond on January 18, 1787, and arrived in 
Morris County, N. J. not later than April 1 , 1787. 

7. Mould leased the John Cleves Symmes' house, "Solitude", later known 
as "Holloway House", on the site which Herb Silberman has identified - about 
two miles west of Morristown, on the Sussex Turnpike, now jointly occupied 
by the Sisters of the Good Shepherd and the Rabbinical College of New Jersey. 
(We may hope that some day the site will also be marked by a plaque, like the 
Rahway Mint.) 

8. The receipt books of James Mott indicate that Mould's first quarterly 
payment was received on May 8, 1787; and that, during the ensuing year, he 
paid his tithes equivalent to 100,000 coppers, much of it in paper money, thus 
enabling us to deduce that Mould did in fact coin his entire one million coppers, 
about 830,000 in 1 787 and 1 70,000 in 1 788. 

9. Among the various lawsuits filed against the New Jersey coiners was 
one by Benjamin Dudley, the engraver who created the dies for the 1783 silver 
constellation nova patterns, naming both Mould eind the Rahway coiners 
as defendants, alleging non-payment of agreed-on sums. Cox actually spent 
time afterwards in debtors' prison; Mould fled from New Jersey to Ohio, where 
he died in 1789. It is appropriate to look for evidence of Dudley's hand in dies 
attributed to both mints, and this has been discovered - details below. 

10. From the above documents, little can be deduced until after we have 
managed to establish beyond reasonable doubt which coins were made by Mould. 
We begin with the tradition, mentioned by Crosby (p. 275), that Mould emigrated 
to New Jersey from England, and that he had been a pupil of the Wyons at 
Birmingham; also, that he brought over "his entire apparatus". So far as I 
know, Damon G. Douglas was the first to deduce that there is a connection be- 
tween this old tradition and the appearance of a British die of very fine workman- 
ship (N. J. Maris C), both on pattern coppers punch-linked to the CONSTEL- 
LATIO NOVA series of 1 783—85, and on a 1 787 Jersey copper with a very 
coarse obverse die (Maris 6-0). No other hypothesis readily accounts for the 
punch linkages here. In the absence of contrary evidence, we may conclude that 
the maker of that particular Jersey copper either brought its British reverse 
over from England, or obtained the die from some one who had it from that 
source. More detailed study of punch linkages will clarify this. 

In the ANS Bicentennial volume "Studies on Money in Early America", I 
had occasion to summarize the principles behind assembly of the kind of cii — 
cumstantial evidence used in assignii ,g Connecticut coppers to their various 
sources. For the present study of Walter Mould's work, it will be appropriate 
to reproduce certain of these methodological principles in somewhat simplified 
and clarified form: 
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A. DIE LINhCAGE. If a coiner made his own dies, normally he kept 
custody of them where the coins were struck. If he was employed by a private 
mint, he most probably kept the dies there. If he was an itinerant coiner, he 
might have brought along a few appropriate dies . If he took employment at a 
second private mint, he might well have taken along as many of his old dies 
as he could get away with. Therefore, if a die is found to be muled with two 
or more others by different engravers, presumably the different engravers 
either worked for the same people, or the maker brought dies with him as 
above mentioned. Another possible alternative is that an entire priv/ate mint 
might have been seized, removed by court order, or sold. We will explore 
these possibilities later. 

B. PUNCH LINKAGE. Diesinkers normally kept their irons (i.e. their 
letter, ornament, and numeral punches) where they made their dies. If they 
were itinerant, or if they moved from one private mint to cinother, they would 
logically have brought their punches along. In this way, individual punches 
constitute a kind of signature for any given diesinker, from which his 
successive dies can be identified and his career at this and that mint recon- 
structed. It follows, in particular, that dies sharing a given set of punches 
can be assigned to one and the same engraver. The major exception to this 
rule, occurring in rare instances, is when a diesinker ’s entire equipment was 
bought by another private mint. 

C. PLANCH ETS. When groups of different types of coins are found on 
blanks of the identical fabric, the hypothesis is reasonable that they have a 
common origin. This was long since established for the FUGIO and draped bust 
(Jarvis Mint) Connecticuts . For the present study, the critical batch of blanks 
is the distinctive group of Jersey coppers on extra-broad flans (1 1/8 to 

1 3/1 6 inches = 29 to 31 mm. , often with particular types of defects in centers), 
found on the aforementioned Maris 6-C and other varieties die-linked aind/or 
punch-linked with obverse 6. 

The above three considerations define a circumscribed group of Jersey 
coppers, including the following varieties dated 1787 and 1788, but significeintly 
none dated 1786: 1787 Maris 6-C, 6-D, 59-o, 60-p aind 61 -p (the PLURIBS), 
62-q, 63-q, 63-r, "62-r« (reported), 63-q, 63-r, 63-s; 1788 ’'63J^-r'», 64-t, 
64-u, 65-u, 66-u, 66-v, and 67-v. Two engravers worked on these. The first 
fifteen varieties are found exclusively on those extra-broad blanks, which are 
totally unlike any found on other Jersey coppers. The last four varieties are 
found on narrower but thicker blanks, but they belong to the group because of 
punch linkages. 

Within the group, reverse C is the fine British die found on patterns of 
1785-6 and punch-linked to Wyon’s CONSTELLATIO NOVA coppers. 

Obverses 59 through 61 and " 6314 " to 67 are all punch-linked with each 
other and with reverses o, p, t, u, v. The dies with these punches share one 
and the same kind of coarse workmanship. 

On the other hcind, obvs. 62 and 63, with revs, q, r, and s, are of very 
fine workmanship, very similar to each other, and obviously by a single haind. 
They are punch-linked with each other and with only one other Jersey copper. 
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Maris 53- j (even to having sprigs below the shield - a kind of signature?), 
which latter is known on other grounds to belong to the Rahway Mint group of 
1786-87. This suggests an itinerant engraver of more than usual skill, who 
worked briefly at both the Rahway Mint and the Morristown mint. Later, I 
identify this man as Benjamin Dudley, Gouvermeau Morris' favorite engraver, 
the man who had done the CONSTELLATIO NOVA silver patterns, and the 
one man to sue simultaneously both the Rahway and Morristown mints for non- 
payment -'hardly a coincidence. 

♦ 

The only hypothesis which fits all the above considerations is the same one 
which fits neatly into tradition. Skipping a lot of intermediate reasoning - it 
would quadruple the length of this article - the story has been built up as follows: 

Sometime in 1785, certainly before August, Walter Mould, a not-too- 
satisfactory pupil of the Wyons at Birmingham, decided to seek his fortune in 
the USA, perhaps as a contract coiner for one or more of the states, although 
once he was over here he tried unsuccessfully also to obtain a contract to make 
coppers for the Confederation . The ship which brought Mould to the East coast 
(probably the port of New York or the port of Philadelphia) also brought along a 
group of dies, some of them Mould's work in part, others which he somehow 
had maunaged to take from Wyon's establishment. He may even have come as 
their local representative. He also brought along a few sample coins. He could 
have brought over blaink- cutting equipment aind a coining press, but there is no 
evidence either for or against this. 

The dies he brought over were later combined with other dies of known 
native origin, which fact enables us to identify them beyond reasonable doubt. 
They include the following; 

1 . IMMUNE COLUMBIA 1785. (Earlier used by the Wyons in combination 
with three CONSTELLATIO NOVA reverses, for pattern gold guineas, silver 
shillings, and coppers of the Tower Mint halfpenny standard.) This die later 
found its way to Machin's Mills, where it was muled with one of Atlee's Vermont 
rejects and with an imitation halfpenny obverse. How this could happen will be 
explained below. 

2. GEN. WASHINGTON. Periwigged portrait, punch-linked with the other 
Wyon dies. Earlier used on patterns for Confederation contract coinage. 

Later muled with a crude 1786 eagle die (Baker 10). 

3. CONFEDERATIO 1785. Large circle of stars . Same comment, but 
later muled with the same crude eagle. 

4. CONFEDERATIO 1785. Small circle of stars . Same comment, but 
later muled with a 1 787 eagle die made by John Bailey for earlier use with his 
EXCELSIOR patterns for New York contract coinage. 

5. NOVA CAESAREA. Nag's head on torse, plough below, no coulter, 
pointed handles, date 1786 in exergue. Not in Maris, called "8?^". Prototype 
die, smallest date in the series. Punch-linked with the Date Under Plough- 
beam dies and the earlier Wyon dies. Found only with Maris reverse C, on 
small blanks wholly unlike the Wyon issues (two known). 
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A. Arms alluding to the Confederation: eu^gent, six pales gules, a chief 
azure, * E * PLURIBUS * UNUM * (Maris C) 

Mould may have brought along one of the shipments of CONST EL LATIO 
NOVA coppers dated 1785, along with various sample coins; but of this, there 
is no proof. 

Mould petitioned Congress for a franchise to make coppers, eairly in 
August, 1785, his petition being referred to the Boeu^ of Treasury as of August 
1 8, but it got no further . It is likely that afterwards he returned briefly to 
England, bringing back the 1786 dies on his second voyage. He is known to have 
been in New Jersey before May 23, 1786, as on that date his petition to coin 
coppers for that state, jointly with Thomeis Goadsby auTd Albion Cox, was sub- 
mitted to the N.J» Assembly by the Speaker. 

This petition succeeded, the freunchise being granted by the Act of June 1 
(quoted in Crosby, pp. 278-9). At some unrecorded date between then and 
November, a conference between Mould (possibly accompaunied by Goadsby and 
Cox) aund the Justices of the State Supreme Court produced authorization to 
proceed with coinage of the same design as represented by the above-mentioned 
prototype coins "8J^*'-C/nag*s head on torse, plough below, no coulter, date 
1786 in exergue, NOVA CAESAREA around. 

As of June 22, 1786, Goadsby aund Cox leased Dauiiel Marsh's grist mills 
as earlier mentioned. Between then and November, they quairreled with Mould; 
and, on November 17, they petitioned the legislature to permit them to coin 
their 2 million coppers independently of Mould, which was graunted as of 
November 22. It is thought that Benjamin Dudley worked briefly as engraver, 
though the vast majority of dies for the Rahway Mills mint were made by James 
F. Atlee, as they show one of his well-known sets of letter punches, appearing 
also on Standard Head Vermont coppers made by Atlee after the agreement 
between the Vermont coiners aund Machin's Mills. 

As we have seen. Mould left Rahway, filing his surety bond barely within 
the time limit, and moving to Holloway House, near Morristown, on the site 
which Herb Silberman has precisely located. As of May 8, he submitted his 
first quarterly tithe. These coins represented a few hundred thouseund, believed 
to include Mairis varieties 6-C (using the old Wyon reverse), 6-D, 59-0 
through 61 -p. 

Sometime later. Mould hired Benjamin Dudley to make dies for him. This 
arrangement must not have been financially satisfactory - although the coins so 
produced (Maris 62-q, 63-q, r, s, eund possibly 62-r) were of beautiful work- 
manship, Dudley did not continue eund sued Mould for back wages. The two 
obverses and revs, q eind s broke; Mould used rev. r (the one with the extra tall 
shield) with a 1 788 die of his own, punch-linked with the earlier 1 787 group. 

In the meantime, realizing that he was not going to remain too solvent 
under current conditions. Mould decided on a profitable sideline, one of dubious 
legality: the mainufacture of Connecticut coppers, on which he would not have to 
pay any tithes either to the New Jersey State Treaisurer nor to any one in 
Connecticut. The four s/eu^ieties so produced were the two "Laughing Heads", 
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1787 Miller 6.1-M and 6.2-M, the Horned Bust (M. 4-L), and the medium bust 
right, 1 787 M, 1 .3-L . We know that these are all Mould's work because of 
punch-linkage and planchet characteristics . The two Laughing Heads are 
punch-linked with the group of broad-flan Jersey coppers earlier mentioned 
(note the wide, horseshoe-shaped U's). This same U is found on the bust right 
coin 1 .3-L, which adds it to the g?x)up and brings in 4-L. All four obverses 
have a tiny, 6-pointed star in cuirass, which may be taken as the equivalent of 
a mintmark. Lettering on the 4-L includes other punches than the coeirse ones 
mentioned before, suggesting that Dudley might have worked on this one. 

When Dudley's lawsuit came to Mould's attention, he sold a part interest 
in his Jersey freinchise to John Bailey in New York City. Bailey, between 
January and March, 1788, struck the "Running Horse" Jerseys. Mould pre- 
pared to leave the state to avoid going to debtors' prison. When Dudley's law- 
suit and Mould’s plight came to the attention of Gen. Matthias Ogden, his 
bondholder, Ogden went to the Court of Chancery and petitioned for a writ of 
ne exeat statum on July 19, 1788, earlier mentioned. This was am order for- 
bidding Mould to leave the state. Mould was already insolvent. 

Nevertheless, Mould managed to escape to Ohio, where he died in 1789. 

How did he accomplish this? There is only one explanation which makes amy 
sense. Somehow he got into touch with the people at Machin's Mills in 
Newburgh, N.Y. and clandestinely sold them his entire minting equipment. 

This must have occurred sometime in July, 1788, since the court order, 
served at the premises of the Morristown Mint, failed to accomplish its 
purpose - Mould had already escaped. 

We know that some such arrangement with Machin's Mills took place. No 
other explanation accounts for Machin's Mill's p>ossession of some of Mould’s 
punches (notably, his numeral punches) emd of Mould's old IMMUNE 
COLUMBIA die, which they used at Machin's Mills in combination with the 
Vermont reject obverse and an imitation halfpenny obverse. These two 
varieties occur on very narrow, rude blanks, similar to those found on some 
specimens of the Connecticut 1788 Miller 1-1 (obv. the small bust right of 1787, 
rev. the Vermont die earlier used in Ryder 25 of 1788). 

This sale of equipment to Machin's Mills both accounts for Mould's 
managing to reach Ohio, and for the lack of coining presses, dies, etc. at the 
"Solitude" site, although one would love to have the opportunity to use a metal 
detector there now! Who knows what 1 787-88 coppers might be lurking just a 
few inches below the surface, or what other discovery might be awaiting us? 

FOOT NOTE 

The notion that one could make money by making coins was a delusion from 
beginning to end. William Wood learned it the hard way 65 years earlier, but 
Mould evidently had not bothered to make the elementary calculations to prove 
it: 1 million coppers at 1 5 to the shilling or 1 1 2l^ to the Spanish dollar (if one 
was very luck/) = $8,888 80/90 or 5555 5/9 Pounds, The cost of copper was 
about one fifth the total. The cost of dies, presses, and other equipment, plus 
the 10 per cent to the state, ate up most of the rest. None of the franchised 
coiners ever managed to remain even reasonably solvent as a result of his work! 
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M.S . or B . S . 


Jerry Bobbe 

As a collector of mint state coppers for almost ten years, I have found it 
necessary to learn to distinguish exactly what the criteria for a fully mint 
state coin should be. There are certain definite requirements a coin must 
meet with to be MS60; and, with practice (and a little help from this article), 
any one should be able to easily see the differences between a grade of 55 sind 
60. 


Here, then, are the three requirements: 

1 . Original mint sharpness /absence of wear 

2. Original mint surfaces/color 

3. Minimal noticeable defects incurred after striking. 

Let us discuss each one: 

First, a coin must have the original sharpness that it left the mint with. 
Oheck the highest points of a coin for darkening (rubbing); usually the upper- 
most locks of hair or highest leaves on the reverse. Brown & Dunn, PHOTO- 
GRADE, or any other grading guide can show you the exact points to look at on 
each type. If a coin is of a particularly dark color, this may be difficult to do 
without practice. Or, it may help to go on to requirements 2 and 3. There is 
one exception to all this. Some cents, particularly many turban heads and cents 
in the 1 820’s, have rims in very shallow relief that do not protect the design of 
the coin. As a result, genuine "cabinet friction" may occur. Without some 
experience, it may be hard to distinguish this from real wear. As a famous 
young collector has been telling me for over a year now (almost continuously), 
"just try to find an 1 826 cent with absolutely no rub . 

Weak striking, on the other hand, has nothing to do with grade and should 
not affect it. To mention less than perfect striking in the grade, as the ANA 
grading board intends to do, is ridiculous. Would you downgrade a brilliant 
mint red S-33 because of a buckled reverse die, or a late state 1818 N-4 
because of too many die defects? Or grade all 1 81 6s and 1 81 7s AU because of 
a flat forelock? Way! However, striking meiy be mentioned if it is un- 
usually poor, as this could definitely affect value. 

Second, the original mint surfaces must be intact. To see this, one should 
understand the minting process. When a coin is struck, the metal flows centri- 
fically outwards toward the edge, filling up the design details along the way. 

This creates microscopic rivers of metal in the actual finished product, not un- 
like spokes of a bicycle wheel. If the pressure is heavier and the metal is softer, 
the rivers are shallower and narrower. If more than one striking occurs (as in 
proofs), this also will be true. These rivers or ridges in the surface create 
what is known as a "cartwheel effect". This is a symmetrical reflection of light 
off the sides of these ridges that will extend from *^im to rim across the coin. 

You can get it to spin around like a pinwheel by gently wavering the coin under 
a light (60-watt bulbs seemd to be the best) . Beware of "whizzed" coins where 
this effect is done artificially. Because of their brilliant cartwheels, practice 
with an uncirculated Morgan dollar would make any one an expert in minutes in 
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seeing a genuine cartwheel. So if the original mint surfaces are intact, a coin 
should have a complete "cartwheel effect", complete proof surface, or a 
combination of the two. Remember, these tiny ridges of metal are the first 
things that go when a coin circulates, corrodes, or is cleatned. However, 
cartwheel is only one of the criteria; it alone does not necessarily make a coin 
mint state. Again, there is one exception. On certain early coppers (usually 
Colonials), this surface may fade down gradually to a charming, soft gloss. 
Connecticut and Fugio cents are occasionally seen in this condition. This is a 
rare exception and is something most collectors shouldn't concern themselves 
with. 

Color is also of extreme importance. It may be anything from brilliant 
red-orange to dark brown, peacock blue to emerald green, or blendings of 
almost anylFiing - except black (I've never seen a black copper which I con- 
sidered original) . Sometimes when the bottoms of the cartwheel ridges remain 
in red and the tops tone down to blue, green, or some other striking colors, it 
can create iridescences too beautiful to describe in mere words . Some of the 
effects are downright dazzling. As "The Great Shal** used to say to me; "Mad 
Monarch, you can lose all the cares cind troubles of the day in a cent like this." 
And I remember once saving Doug Smith from drowning in the reverse of my 
1817 N-2. But once a cent is cleaned and/or recolored, it loses all this; eund 
mtil it's given a few decades to tone back naturally, it just can't be considered 
full mint stat^. After all, it is definitely not equal to a similar coin with 
original color. Caution should be used when purchasing red coppers, as there 
are many artificial ones on the market. 

A word should be mentioned here about MS65 and 70 coins. Dr. Sheldon 
states that "a MS70 should be exactly as it left the dies, with possibly some 
mellowing of color . " As I write this, I have in front of me two 1 839 Silly 
Heads; one blazing mint red - the other an absolutely gorgeous steel-blue aund 
mint red gem with blazing cartwheel lustre. Will I grade the first higher be- 
cause of the mint red? hto! - just as beautiful toning is desirable on silver 
coins, so should it be on copper. A MS70 coin must be perfect and have full 
lustre, but need not be full mint red. One look at a certain famous MS70 
S-64 will prove this point to anyone. 

Third, a full mint state coin should not have any defects (incurred after 
striking) that are inconsistent with the grade. Nicks, dents, scratches, 
corrosion, spots, pits, fingerprints, or whatever all affect the grade. So it 
simply comes down to how much to detract for a defect. This is easy: just 
decide on exactly what perfectly clean, lower grade cent you would think would 
be about equal to your defective cent eind Presto, you have the grade. So a 
MS70 coin with one horrible defect could conceivably be a 20-coin, or even 
less! Of course, this is a very individual thing - I dislike edge dents, so I 
detract for them more; someone else may like edge dents. But collecting these 
things is also very individualistic, and the important thing is to be happy with 
ainy coin you buy. And though collecting this way had kept me quite happy 
through the years, I has made most of the dealers I know not so happy. I can't 
tell you how many times "professional coin dealers" have tried to tell me that; 
"turbau^ heads are always rough and black" , "1 793s always come on porous 
(usually corroded) pleinchets", or "this is BU - it has cartwheel and is full red" 
(almost always dipped). Or I get it the other way when I show them my cents; 
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"this 1822 isn't worth more than MS60 bid - it's not even full red", "this 
isn't Lnc, - it doesn't have full radials on all the stars", etc, ad infinitum. 
But when you really know the difference between 55 and 60 grade, collecting 
high grade coppers can become the real joy it was meant to be; the joy of 
owning the real thing and of having the knowledge to appreciate it. 

Editor's Note; The above article is similar to a presentation which Jerry 
Bobbe made at the EAC meeting held in conjunction with the ANA New York 
City convention in August, 1 976. Jerry graciously prepared it at the request 
of the Editor for publication in P-W. Many of the members have been asking 
for articles on grading, and the above is one which has been written by an 
expert. Jerry has promised that he will prepare some further articles for 
future issues, and I'm sure that all EACers will be looking forward to them. 

************* 


HERB SILBERMAN. EAC PREXY, SPEAKS OUT! 


The flack on the Tom Morley, Joe Stuller, Cape Kennedy auction, etc. 
has been settled, so for as I am concerned. All the evidence is in our archives, 
where it will remain . There is to be no further publication or discussion re- 
garding the affair. 

I am satisfied that Tom Morley is blameless in this matter, and I apologize 
to him for anything which appeared in PENNY-WISE. 


Now, let's forget it, get on with the hobby of collecting, and stop all the 
carping! 


************* 


* 

* 

% BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 

* HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

* 

♦ 

* We have a great need for better grade Early and Late Date large 

* cents and half cents. Proper attributions and grading necessary. 

* Please bear in mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for re- 

* sale. You may ship directly to us for our offer or to our bank. Write 

* for details concerning the latter method. 

* 

* first coinvestors, INC. 

* 200 I.U. Willets Road 

* Albertson, New York 11507 

* 

********************************************************************* 
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the 1977 ANA AUCTION - "SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE" 


Denis W. Loring 

The 1977 ANA auction, presented by the Kagins, will take place on 
August 23-27 at the ANA Convention in Atlanta, Georgia. The first session 
will begin on Tuesday, August 23, at 6:30 P.M. , and starts with United 
States early copper: Colonials, half cents, and large cents. 

I have had the privilege of cataloging most of the half cents and large cents 
for this sale. When Art Kagin offered me the job last August, I had no idea of 
what I was getting into. In March, Don Kagin informed me that he was send- 
ing me "a few nice cents" to be cataloged. The package arrived a few days 
later, weighing 23 pounds. And that was only the first shipment, with two more 
to follow! 

The Kagins call this the "Something For Everyone" sale, and that des- 
cription certainly applies to the large cents. The beginning collector will find 
hundreds on inexpensive coins, both early and late dates, grouped in small 
lots of matched-grade pieces. Variety collectors can bid on specimens of 
S-104, three S-132*s, S-218, S-264, S-272, and several scarce late dates. 
Collectors of 1 800 cents should be especially excited, as this sale contains the 
outstanding Byron Stuart collection of 1 800's: a complete set of the collectible 
varieties of that year, including NC2 and NC3, two each of S-198 and S-210, 
and a number of Condition Census coins, such as S-191 in AU50. 

For the advanced collector of choice cents, the sale offers 1798 S-184, 
MS60-H-, ex WHS-DP; 1814 S-295, MS60, ex Warfield, and 1847 B41 , un- 
listed in Newcomb, Proof. And fbr the connoisseur who demands the finest, 
the highlight of the cents is a superb Liberty Cap cents, the third finest of the 
famous Bisecting Crack, S-14, XF45. Also featajred in the sale is the unique 
1 793 Space Cent, a choice XF S-9, which was ceirried on the Gemini VI I 
space flight. For the fascinating story of this cent, see Vol . VI, No. 6 
(November, 1972) of P-W, page 226. 

A word about reserves: there aren’t any! Every lot will be sold on a 
totally Lnrestricted basis, as stipulated by the ANA before they awarded the 
auction contract. Catalogs fbr the sale may be obtained from the Kagins, whose 
advertisement appears elsewhere in this issue of P-W. As you examine the 
catalog, if I can answer any questions about the coins, please feel free to ask. 

See you at the sale! And the night after 

POSTSCRIPT - EAC AT ANA 

The annual EAC-ANA meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 24, at 
7:30 P.M. in the Atlanta Marriott Hotel. Check the convention program and the 
hotel announcement board for the room number. All EACers and their guests 
are welcome! Bring your knowledge to share, coins to show, duplicates to 
trade, and stories to tell. See you there! ! ! 
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recent sales - SOME PRICES REALIZED 


Stephen A. Levy 

On March 25-26, 1977, New England Rare Coin Auctions handled several 
attractive coppers in their New York sale. Some of the prices realized were: 

HALF CENTS 

\/P20 $180. Lot 578 MS60-65 red & bn $325. 

C-3b VF25 250 . 583 1 851 Impaired proof 220. 

C-13 MS60 550. 586 1 855 MS 60-65 full red, 

MS60l0%red 450. "borderline Gem" 425. 


Lot 573 

574 

575 
578 


Lot 


588 

589 

591 

592 
595 
611 
624 
641 


1794 
1797 
1804 

1832 

1793 

1793 

1795 

1796 
1804 

1833 
1839 
1854 


LARGE CENTS 

S-8 VF20 

S-11c EX 40 "CC for a lettered edge" 
S-78 AU55-60 "Choice lustrous brown. 

struck." One planchet flaw. 
S-119 MS60 semi-prooflike 
S-266 VF30 recolored, one bump 
N-6 Gem MS65 "Fourth finest known" 
N-8 MS65 "flawless, even brown" 

N-1 2 "superb Gem proof" 


Sharply 


$725. 

3,250. 

900. 

500. 

675. 

600. 

450. 

2,150. 


I did not examine any of the coins for accuracy of grading, and would 
appreciate comments from any one who did. 

Interestingly enough, the only Chain cent in the sale, an S-4 in G6, was 
withdrawn . 

On May 20-21 , 1977, in Boston, New England Rare Coin Auctions handled 
a few more coppers. Grading is again unverified. 


Lot 30 1 835 half cent MS65-70 "The finest Classic Head half cent 


we have ever handled." $825. 

33 1855 half cent MS65-70 "dazzling" 775. 

34 1794 large cent AU50 glossy brown 625. 

45 1827 large cent MS60-65 full luster 350. 

49 1 835 large cent Head of ’36 MS65 250. 

54 1839 large cent MS65 "The finest Silly Head cent we’ve 

ever seen. Just an amazing coin! ’’ 525. 

73 1 853 large cent MS60-65 "nearly a gem" 375. 

77 1855 large cent MS65 Upright 5’s 400. 


At the Steve Ivy Trinity sale, held in Dallas, Texas on April 15, 16, 1977, 
a few nice coppers were handled: 


Lot 26 1806 half cent Ch.AU55 "considerable mint gloss" 
31 1795 large cent S-78 MS65 red & brown 

34 1814 large cent S-294 MS60+ 


240. 
2,300. 
1 ,950. 


Although the early copper offered in this sale was sparse (only 26 lots), 
nearly one third were pictured on the color plates, on which the reproduction 

was nicely done. 


************* 
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Book Review 


by Chuck Heck 


Alan Kessler's book, THE FUGIO CENTS, must be one of the most com- 
plete monographs ever written on a specialized series of coinage. Besides 
an identification system with very clear plates, it includes a rarity guide and 
a pictorial grading guide. 

In this 84-page hardcover book, Kessler begins with a concise history 
covering the Fugio's origin, design and events surrounding their production. 
Patterns and New Haven restrikes are briefly discussed, and a numbering 
system for die varieties is devised, similar to the Miller system on the 
Connecticut series . Major obverse eind reverse types are plated in a separate 
chapter . 

The highlight of this volume is the flow chart differentiation between all 
known obverses eu^d reverse dies. Here, Kessler utilizes only the most 
apparent distinctions. Following these charts are 15 pages of enlarged plates 
covering all known obverses and reverses . This in itself is a great aid to 
correct attribution . 

Pictorial grading has certain inherent problems, eund here is Kessler's 
boldest, if not most courageous, effort. If he is to be criticized, then this 
is where most comments will be directed. But one should consider this 
venture exactly as it was intended - as an attempt to lend order to the wide 
range of grade possibilities for a series so crudely struck. Following this 
section is cin extremely informative rarity table eund price guide and a chapter 
devoted entirely to die breaks. 

The only aspect which is lacking is a current Condition Census. Kessler 
notes that such information is presently not av&ilable, but he solicits all 
such information and any other material which may be helpful for inclusion in 
a future edition . 

Personally, I feel that this book deserves particular attention for its 
pictorial grading guide. With the large cent revisions due in the near future, 
such a device might prove useful. Either way, THE FUGIO CENTS, is a 
book that specialists in eairly coppers should seriously consider for their 
personal libraries . 

Write to Alan Kessler, Box 1685, APO Scun Freincisco, Cal. 96555, or 
the publisher - Colony Coin Compeiny, Newtonville, Mass. 02160, At $18.50 
it's a cherry pick! 

:fc:(e:|c:tc:tc3|c:(c:fc:(e:|c:|e:4e3(e 




FLORIDA MATERIAL BUYATRADE 


Have over 1300 different Florida trade tokens, store cards, coupons, 
chits, mirror cards, political items, transportation tokens, wooden 
nickels. Buy singles and lots. Or trade U.S. Lg 4^. If it reads 
"Florida", am interested. 

ALLEN CORSON, BOX 261 , LR STA. , MIAMI, FL 33138 EAC #1 55;LM/ANA 
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MORAL: DON'T OVERLOOK PATRONIZING YOUR OWN 

FRIENDLY LOCAL COIN DEALER 


John Cogein 

How often it happens that we may overlook our own backyard ais a place 
to find good coppers! Several months ago, I wcindered into one of our smaller 
local coin shops. I had never been in the shop before, and I really wasn't 
even looking for coins. But when I walked out a little while later, I was a 
whole lot poorer fineincially but I was four half cents richer. 

I could hardly believe my luck, but - could you believe it? - I was the first 
collector to get to look through the dealer's box of half cents which he had 
just recently purchased! There was some real junk in the box - how would you 
like a set of proof-only electros? - but scattered here and there were some 
great little half cents! I added the following coins to my collection that day: 
1794 C-9 in EF45, 1795 C-4 in AU50, 1804 C-1 2 in EF45, and 1811 C-1 with 
the four star break in VF30. 

I am quite ainxious to get a chance to show off to other EACers at the 
ANA show in Atlanta these four coins eind a few others from my half cent 
collection. The one thing which I miss most by being "isolated” in the South 
is the camraderie of other half cent collectors. I'm looking forward to quite 
a few hours of coin showing aind half cent talking at the meeting. And, of 
course, there's always the possibility of some friendly half cent whist. Any 
takers? 

IF YOU BELONG TO ANA, THEN READ ON 

Those of you who belong to ANA will soon be receiving - if you haven't 
already - ballots on which to vote for ANA officers cind seven members of its 
Board of Directors. These ballots should be marked and returned no later 
than July 25 in order to be counted. 

In casting your votes, please consider voting for John Jay Pittmeun cund 
Jackson Storm, both of whom are EAC members and Ccindidates for election 
to the Board of Directors of ANA. Jackson Storm has been very active in 
EAC and handled, with the help of his father, Roger Storm, the last three or 
four EAC meetings held in the New York area. Mr. Pittman has attended 
several of our meetings and has presented discussions at them. 

Another candidate who has been a great friend of EAC, who has aided 
some of our dealer members on occasion, eind who has seen that meeting 
rooms were reserved for us is Ken Hallenbeck. He deserves your vote also. 

All three men mentioned have am excellent record in numismatics. You 
will not be weisting your vote if you choose to sA3te for them, aind if all three 
were to get elected, we might have a little stronger voice in some of the 
ANA activities. Think about it! 
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RE: PENNY QUIZ in MAY P-W 


Due to the overwhelming deluge of responses - three in all - the Penny 
Quiz hcis been extended until August 1 . 

Rarely does opportunity knock twice - take heed, and send your einswers 
to Denis W. Loring, P.O. Box 161, Back Bay Annex, Boston, Massachusetts, 
021 1 7 . 

High scores so far: novice 69, advanced, 82, Does anyone think that he 
can crack 1 00? 

************* 

NEED THE MAKINGS FOR A COIN PRESS? 

Many EACers use small coin presses with which to make aluminum press- 
ings of their coins. Several years ago, Tom Wolf of Florida had a number of 
such presses which he offered for sale through P-W, and a number of members 
obtained their devices through him. Others made their own presses from 
instructions which he supplied. 

Just recently, Ray Williamson ran across a whole hoard of notary eind 
corporate seal machines from which such presses can be made, and he called 
this to the Editor's attention, I contacted the company at the address with 
which Mr, Williamson supplied me and learned that they have about 30 such 
machines on hand, with additional ones arriving every week. If you are 
interested in obtaining one, write to 

Urban-Anthi Coins 

Box 305 

Bristol, Pennsylvania 19007 

The advertisement in their bulletin reads as follows: "Mechainical corpor- 
ate seal machine - 6" x 4" x 2" - 11^” seal. Cast brass or cast aluminum. As 
we get them. Various company seals. May be used as book ends, knick- 
knacks, or small presses. Instructions for dismantling included, $5, each, 
plus $1 , for postage aind handling," 

Urban-Anthi, in replying to the Editor, forwarded a 13-page list offering 
many items for sale. They deal primarily in old cigar bands; old books; 
stamps, coins, and paper money, some U,S,, mostly foreign; tokens and 
medals; and miscellaneous items such as depression glass, trinkets, etc. 
Future lists are offered for $1 , , either in stamps or cash, which is said to be 
deductible on your first order. If you are interested, you can contact the dealer 
directly. 

Tom Wolf's instructions for converting the seal into a coin press are given 
in P-V/, Vol. 4, pp. 177-8, September 15, 1970, 

************* 
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STOP THE PRESSES! BULLETIN!!!! 


Walter Breen 

A large cent collector in Bedford, Massachusetts (I do not know if he is 
a member of EAC as yet) has turned up an 1 8CX) NC4 with cracks exactly 
where the heavy rim breaks were later to appear. From the Polaroid photo- 
graphs which he supplied, the coin grades somewhere near EF40. The 
reverse closely resembles Rev. R, even to having a faint crack through 
RICA. However, I have not yet examined the piece "in the copper", so the 
identification is not absolute for the reverse. Identification for the obverse 
is beyond any doubt. 

If the piece checks out, this will require re-writing the description of this 
variety for the PENNY WHIMSY revision. Further details will follow after 
Denis Loring has had eun opportunity to examine the piece. If the reverse 
proves to be in fact die R, then NC4 will have to go between S-208 and S-209, 
as S-208 is known without any crack at RICA and on S-209 it becomes heavier 
and longer. 

THE ELUSIVE 501 (c) (3) 

Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 

At long last, the IRS has seen fit to grant EAC an exempt status under 
code section 501 (c) (3). 

By receiving such exempt status , it indicates that EAC hais grown beyond 
the point where it is an informal group. Cfficers elected in the future will have 
to keep in mind that records must be kept aind that such records may be in- 
spected from time to time by various authorities . This is not to imply that 
past officers did not do so, but merely to point out that there now are very good 
reasons to keep such records . 

Now that the organization has been granted exempt status, contributions 
Cein be made to EAC and they are tax deductible. These include not only money 
but also property such as coin collections. Gifts may be made while a person 
is living, or they can be donated upon one's death as part of a will. If any one 
desires more information on this, he should consult his own accountant or 
lawyer . 

Accordingly, EAC is able to accept any such gifts, if made, and to use 
them CO further the study of early American coppers and to attain the objectives 
as set fbrth in our Articles of Incorporation . 

The orgaunization also qualifies for reduced mailing rates provided under 
such status. However, it is the writer's hope that the use of the reduced rate 
will not delay delivery of P-W. 

The EAC has come a long way since I first joined it in 1 968, and our con- 
tinuing study of our nation's early coppers is assured. We, as members of 
EAC, now have the means to further this interest on a professional basis. 
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WEST COAST (SOUTHERN AREA) REGIONAL EAC MEETING 


Jeffrey Oliphant 


The "southern area" West Goast EAG members held a regional gathering 
on the evening of Friday, June 3rd, at the Long Beach (CA) Arena. The 
meeting was in conjunction with the Long Beach Coin and Stamp Exposition. 
Nineteen members and three guests attended; 


Doug Bird 
Del Bland 
H . G . Breer 
Jack Collins 
Dan Demeo 
Greg Germain 
Jim Goudge 
Gam Jcincek 
Doug McHenry 
Alan Meghrig 
T ed Naftzger 


Martin Oghigian 
Jeff Oliphcint 
Paul Oliphant 
Steve Oliphant 
Max Phipps 
Anita Rhynes 
Leonard Rosow 
Frank Simon 
David Stagg 
Dick Wright 
Gordon Wrubel 


Chairman Del Bland called the meeting to order about 7;45 P.M. After 
the usual introductions, Del took a quick survey to ascertain the members' 
interest in expanding the Sheldon series Condition Census to ten or twelve 
coins from the present six. Everyone seemed to favor the idea, and Del said 
that he would speak to Denis Loring regarding this. Loring has done most of 
the CC work on the Eairly Dates . 


The EAC annual meeting to be held in 1978 was the next topic on the agenda. 
The West Coast "southern area" members were overwhelmingly in favor of a 
Los Angeles meeting site as opposed to San Fr»ancisco or Las Vegas. Dr. 

Dcine Nielsen has accepted the position of convention chairman, and he will be 
assisted by the regional officers, Del Bland and Jeff Oliphcint. We hope to have 
the date and site arranged shortly, and these will be einnounced in PENNY- 
WISE as soon as possible. 


Del reported on activities at the Chicago EAC meeting in March and the 
Central States Show of early May. He also announced that Ray Chatham is now 
in the process of selling the Dorothy Paschal collection and produced a list of 
Mrs. Paschal's large cent holdings for us to review. 

Jim Goudge exhibited five of his Gonnecticut coppers, all of which were 
"errc.-" coins, including double-struck, off-center, eind brockage pieces. Ted 
Naftzger showed a most interesting 1 81 9 large cent error - the reverse had been 
double-struck, the second strike being rotated about 5 degrees from the first. 

The second strike's UNITED STATES GF AMERICA obliterated the equivalent 
letters of the first strike; and the detail of the wreath, with its double leaves, 
was something to behold. 

As for the Long Beach exposition, it was one of the quietest in quite some 
time, and the dealers reported very little retail activity. To my knowledge, 
no outstanding "finds" were made. 

The next West Coast "southern area" regional meeting will be held in October 
or November. Be sure to contact Jeff Oliphant if you are not on the mailing list. 
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ANNOUNCING THE 1977 ANA AUCTION SALE 


This sale contains many hundreds of early American coppers in a 
wide-reinging assortment of dates, varieties, grades, and prices. Some 
of the highlights of the large cents are: 

1 793 The third finest Bisecting Crack S-1 4, XF45 
1794 VF specimens of S-32, 41, 57, 60 

1796 S-1 04, LIHERTY, VF25 

1797 S-132, three specimens, including a VF20; S-143inVF20 

1798 S-1 84, choice MS 60-H-, ex Sheldon-Paschal 

1 800 A complete set of collectible 1800's. Many CC coins, 
including S-1 91, AU50, CC-3 
NC2, G4, 5 known 
NC3, VG8, CC-3 

S-206, XF40, tied for finest known 
S-210, FI 5, CC-4 or 5 
1801 S-218, the rare Three Errors, VG8 

1 802 A1 1 varieties except the NC2, mostly VF 
1803 S-272, G4, the small overdate 

1807 S-272, G4, the small overdate 

1 808-1 81 4 ever 60 coins in a complete range of grades, including 
a choice MS 1 81 4. 

Late Dates: Hundreds of varieties, including 1817 N-9l^ in 

MS60-; 1 820 N-6 in MS60; many matched groups; 
and featuring the unlisted 1847 B41 in Proof. 

Catalogues, comprising five separately-bound volumes (one per 
night), slip cover case, and Prices Realized, may be obtained by sending 
$5. to Kagin's Numismatic Auctions, Suite 600-608, Capital City Bank 
Building, Des Moines, Iowa, 50309. 

Large cents catalogued by Denis Loring. 
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RAY WILLIAMSON REPORTS ON NEWCOMB'S HAND LETTERING 


Raymond H. Williamson recently wrote to the Editor and included some 
enclosures, all of which are of interest to the EAC members. His letter and 
the enclosures follow: 

"David Gladfelter in PENNY-WISE for May, 1977 (p. 143) noted the 
'distinctive quality of personal communication' in Howard R. Newcomb's heind- 
lettered format for his complete book U.S. COPPER CENTS 1816-1857. This 
highly-legible hand lettering may have been done by two people: (1) Newcomb 
and (2) another grand old mem of cent collecting, John P. Young of Ithaca, New 
York. In his preface, Newcomb gave Young a credit line as a contributor. 

When I visited Young in the early Fifties, at his fine home in Ithaca, 

Young told me that he had done some of the hand lettering - although it seems 
to me that Newcomb must have copied it in his own script before publication. 
Frankly, I'm unable with any certainty to attribute any specific lettering to 
another hand than Newcomb's. The differences noted from page to page seem 
more like variants of one's own lettering from day to day than the differences 
between the lettering of two people. 

The exceedingly difficult conditions under which Newcomb's book was 
published in 1944, during World War II, are revealed in a letter from Newcomb 
which is quoted below. The climate then prevailing is hard to remember in 
today's world . " 

A copy of the letter to Mr. Williamsom from Howard R. Newcomb goes 
as follows: 

"256 Copa de Oro Road 
, Bel Air 

Los Angeles 24, California 
December 20, 1943 

Dear Mr. Williamson: 

For over ten years, I have been working on a new listing of die varieties 
of 1 81 6 through 1857. War conditions have held up publication, but I am 
hoping that inside of six months my efforts will be in the hands of collectors. 

My MSS lists 603 separate die varieties, and probably separately will be 
shown my eleven plates showing images of all obverse eind reverse dies 
1816-1843. In type of 1844, I have made 136 drawings showing many of die 
cracks etc. that differ but from different dies that are from same master die. 

Watch for Stack's ad, for I am hoping they will secure necessary priorities 
to go ahead publishing. 

Very truly yours, 

Howard R. Newcomb" 

Mr. Williamson also referred to other information regarding Mr. Young 
which has been published previously in P-W but which bears repeating: 
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"In the Library of the American Numismatic Society, Broadway at 155th 
Street, New York City, 10032, there is a manuscript copy of an 'Ecisy Finding 
List* for late date copper cents that is a decided improvement over Newcomb 
in that it saves time and makes attribution more certain . Among other 
innovations, it has a chief diagnostic statement in red for each variety. 

Newcomb numbers are used . 

This 'Easy Finding List’ was prepared by that grand old man of cent 
collecting, John P, Young of Ithaca, New York. He is given a credit line in 
Newcomb's Preface. Newcomb's book is hand-lettered in two hainds; Newcomb's 
cund Young's . " 

Mr. William first contributed the above information to P-W in 1967 and 
again in 1972. In his later letter, he added: 

"This 'Easy Finding List' is a real time saver. My only further comment 
is that Young attributed a lot of the copper cents in the Bluestone auctions." 

WANT TO HAVE A MEETING? 

Attention all EAC members! I'd like to have some response as to who 
might attend an East Coast meeting to be held at my home in Deer Park, 

(Long Island), New York. Deer Park is about 10 miles east of the Nassau - 
Suffolk County border. 

I realize that this location would surely be out of the way for mainy members, 
but the lack of any significant meetings in this part of the country has prompted 
me to make such an offer. 

My target date is for a Friday or Saturday night in late September or 
October. So if you are interested, drop me a note letting me know what dates 
you prefer and what dates are definitely not good for you. Include any topics, 
talks, or specialties which you might like to discuss or have discussed. Final 
plans will be announced in September's PENNY-WISE. 

Thanks, 

Chuck Heck 

P.O . Box 524 

Amityville, New York 11701 

JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills, California, 90210 or 

c/o New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc., 1 W. 47th Street, T7ew York City 

NY 1 0036 

WANTED: United States half cents , including: Finest Knowns, 

extreme rarities, high Condition Census specimens, true Mint 

State examples prior to 1809, and an 1 81 1 in GEM or true Unc. 

All correspondence cheerfully answered. Thank you. 
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PENNYMANSHIP TO THE EDITORS 


From WALTER BREEN: "My 'STOP PRESS BULLETIN' elsewhere in 

this issue is not a joke. I have the Polaroid photos of the piece, but do 
not feel that they are good enough in quality to print, I suspect that we 
will have to get better photos of the coin, perhaps enlargements. 

Sorry no other communications of late, but I have been swamped up to my 
eyebrows (’Don't make waves! Don't make waves! ') in galley and page proofs 
of the Proofs book, and am now almost equally swamped in trying to get 
einother book to press . The Proofs book is actually being run off at this 
moment (June 16), and will be on the stands later this month. The other book, 
working title EVERYTHING YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT 
COLONIAL AND AMERICAN COINS/BUT NEVER KNEW WHERE TO ASK, 
is almost complete in text, but requires hasty assembly of photos and a price 
guide. The book is due to be released in October, which is awfully quick work." 

From JIM JOHNSON: "I received my May issue of P-W several days ago, and 
was perfectly satisfied with the mailing. I still feel that those who want 1st 
claiss mailing should pay for it. That is what we did in NECA - $5. per year 
extra . " 

From STEVE LEVY: "I've recently mainaged to find, unattributed, a 1794 half 
cent, 0-8, in Fr2; a 1795 large cent, S-76a in a clean 3/2; and ein 1802 NCI 
in VG8. I found a most appreciative new home for the half cent with another 
EACer, in exchange for six Cap cents which I needed. The 1800 NCI is a 
pleasing, undamaged coin, a bit unevenly struck, with some minor corrosion 
adhering to it, and with the characteristic die crack from B to the neck. 

I'd like to say thanks to Bob Miller for coins received; to Jules Reiver 
for the same, and for a look at some of his Idvely 1 793's; to Iona Reiver for 
an excellent dinner on my recent visit there; to Joe Kaine for his patient help 
in confirming attributions; to WRT Smith, Jerry Bobbe, and Chuck Harrison 
for their pleasant company eind hospitality on my visit there this past winter; 
cind to Hermes and the Jolly Introvert for a look at their beautiful collections. 

Is anyone interested in my continuing to report PR realized in some of 
the recent sales? Recognizing that the sales are not really 'significauit' for 
early coppers, I thought that most EACers would be unlikely to subscribe for 
the catalogues but might be interested in the price information. If someone 
else in EAC may have seen the coins befcre the sale and can comment on 
grading accuracy, this also might make the prices more meciningful . " 

From DAVID GLADFELTER: "I recently spent the day at ANS during a visit 

to New York City. While there, I picked up a copy of their large cent 
inventory. It is certainly a mass of technical detail on what has to be the 
leading collection of Sheldon varieties. If one is interested in Colonial coins 
and paper money, ANS has an excellent exhibit of these on display downstairs." 

************* 

It takes a really clever person to divide something into three equal halves. 

The Rat Fink. 
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THE 1977 HALF CENT SURVEY 


Ronald John Guth 

The 1 977 half cent survey comprises inventories of thirty or so collections 
held by those collectors who are widely known in half cent circles for their 
collections. All my thanks go to these people, who through their willingness 
to share their time and knowledge, have made this survey possible. Unfor- 
tunately, there are some who did not contribute and who could have added 
much necessary information to this census, eis itstauids. 

I have not listed the top six or seven specimens reported for each variety, 
because it would only confuse the excellent information already available in 
Roger Cohen’s delineation of the Condition Census as presented in the 
September, 1973 issue of PENNY-WISE. Likewise, a survey of this size 
could not possibly contain ^ the top specimens of each variety. 

The number of specimens reported for each vau^iety includes duplicates 
where they were reported . It is interesting to note that there was not one 
single variety which was held by all the collectors. Those owning the rarities 
tended to have one or more of each. Few collections were comprehensive - 
they rainged from a single coin to one lacking only four varieties, those four 
being sub-varieties of 1 794 which have been newly discovered and are unique 
or semi-unique. 

The grade range as listed represents the highest and lowest grades 
reported for each variety. Although the grades, for the most part, are un- 
verified, it is important to note that EACers are famous for their consistent 
aund conservative grading practices. 

All in all, this survey should give a novice half cent collector am idea of 
the material held by others; it should give an advanced collector au^ idea of 
what he hais to beat; aind it should give the researcher an idea of the type of 
coins he needs to find out about. A lot of super coins are held by people just 
like you and me! 

Except for betraying any confidentialities extended to me by the participeunts , 
I will try to answer any specific questions by interested parties . Just write 
to me at my new address: 

Ronald John Guth 
P . O . Box 1 6999 
Temple Terrace, Florida 33687 

Hopefully, this survey will generate a more fervent interest in these little 
pieces of copper and will foster a more intense communication between those 
people who collect them. Through such efforts, the entire body of half cent 
collectors will benefit. 


:l:llt^ctt******** 
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HALF CENT SURVEY - 1977 


DATE 

NO. REPORTED 

GRADE RANGE 

AVERAGE GRADE 

1 793 Cohen 1 

6 

8-40 

19 

2 

5 

7-40 

22 

3 

4 

8-60 

23 

4 

4 

4-50 

26 

1 794 Cohen 1 a 

9 

6-45 

23 

1b 

1 

12 

12 

2a 

8 

8-40 

21 

2b 

1 

6 

6 

3a 

7 

2-1 5 

8 

3b 

None reported 



4a 

15 

1-40 

15 

4b 

None reported 



5a 

8 

7-30 

1 9 

5b 

None reported 



6a 

7 

4-25 

11 

6b 

None reported 



7 

7 

3-40 

14 

8 

6 

3-20 

12 

9 

11 

5-45 

22 

1 795 Cohen 1 

10 

10-40 

19 

2a 

10 

8-35 

1 8 

2b 

3 

12-20 

1 6 

3 

9 

^-15 

9 

4 

10 

4-50 

22 

5a 

8 

8-40 

22 

5b 

7 

8-40 

20 

6a 

14 

7-40 

21 

6b 

5 

3-25 

13 

1 796 Cohen 1 

1 

8 

8 

2 

5 

2-35 

12 

1 797 Cohen 1 

1 8 

9-50 

20 

2 

13 

5-60 

23 

3a 

10 

8-35 

15 

3b 

9 

2-25 

11 

3c 

2 

8-10 

9 

1 800 Cohen 1 

18 

3-65 

35 

1 802 Cohen 1 

5 

4-1 5 

8 

2 

14 

2-35 

17 


HALF CENT SURVEY - 1977 continued 


DATE 

NO. REPORTED 

GRADE RANGE 

AVERAGE GRADE 

1 803 Cohen 1 

15 

4-60 

30 

2 

9 

3-35 

12 

3 

14 

4-60 

26 

4 

1 4 

10-45 

21 

1 804 Cohen 1 

14 

4-50 

20 

2 

2 

3- 8 

6 

3 

Delisted as 

a variety 


4 

8 

3-35 

13 

5 

12 

7-50 

24 

6 

26 

7-60 

21 

7 

13 

10-50 

22 

8 

20 

4-65 

34 

9 

1 6 

8-60 

34 

10 

14 

12-65 

38 

1 1 

15 

6-50 

25 

12 

17 

8-65 

38 

13 

21 

6-60 

34 

1 805 Cohen 1 

14 

8-60 

29 

2 

5 

4-15 

10 

3 

1 6 

2-25 

9 

4 

11 

10-60 

32 

1 806 Cohen 1 

21 

10-65 

34 

2 

13 

4-50 

23 

3 

5 

4-12 

7 

4 

1 2 

15-65 

38 

1 807 Cohen 1 

1 8 

2-60 

27 

1 808 Cohen 1 

2 

4- 6 

5 

2 

14 

5-40 

15 

3 

15 

7-60 

25 

1 809 Cohen 1 

5 

4-40 

15 

2 

12 

3-50 

22 

3 

13 

8-65 

37 

4 

10 

7-55 

32 

5 

17 

12-60 

36 

6 

10 

8-60 

31 

1 81 0 Cohen 1 

17 

6-60 

33 

1 81 1 Cohen 1 

21 

4-45 

1 6 

2 

14 

3-50 

22 
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HALF CENT SURVEY - 1977 continued 


DATE 

NC. REPORTED 

GRADE RANGE 

AVERAGE GRADE 

1 825 Cohen 1 

13 

6-65 

35 

2 

17 

5-60 

36 

1 826 Cohen 1 

17 

1 6-65 

42 

2 

13 

1 5-60 

40 

1 828 Cohen 1 

13 

8-60 

41 

2 

15 

12-60 

36 

3 

13 

12-65 

42 

1 829 Cohen 1 

14 

7-65 

42 

1 831 Cohen 1 

3 

20-40 

30 

1 832 Cohen 1 

13 

1 2-60 

39 

2 

1 1 

20-60 

40 

3 

10 

20-60 

38 

1 833 Cohen 1 

17 

20-65 

45 

1 834 Cohen 1 

15 

8-65 

44 

1 835 Cohen 1 

12 

12-65 

49 

2 

13 

35-65 

50 

1 849 Cohen 1 

15 

30-65 

47 

1 850 Cohen 1 

1 6 

20-65 

46 

1 851 Cohen 1 

17 

25-70 

48 

1 853 Cohen 1 

17 

12-65 

45 

1 854 Cohen 1 

1 6 

35-65 

51 

1 855 Cohen 1 

1 6 

10-70 

48 

1 856 Cohen 1 

15 

20-70 

47 

1 857 Cohen 1 

1 5 

15-70 

45 
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HALF CENT CATALOGUE SALES: ADDENDA SECUNDA 


Milton B . Pfeffer 

My review of 250 catalogues when this series began in January, 1 974 has 
now, three years later, grown to over 2,500. In this final -go-round of the 
1793-1835 emissions, I shall supplement my earlier notes in a brief manner. 

1 793 G-1 , C-3. Another Uncirculated offering was made in Walter F . 
Webb's sale of April 8, 1944, lot 206. "The specimen is strictly Uncirculated 
but has hair-like lines, such as appear on some proofs." The reverse of this 
variety is characteristically graded one grade higher than the obverse, as in 
the Forman, Taxay sale of December 6-7, 1 974, lot 385 and Bowers & Ruddy 
sale of October 9, 1976, lot 170. This feature becomes more pronounced in 
late state examples. The rusted, worn reverse must have been discarded in 
fevor of a new reverse, which (in combination with the G-1 obverse) produced 
the G-2, C-4 variety. 

1 793 G-2, C-4. Add this Uncirculated example to those previously given: 
Dr. C. A. Allenburger 311 (B. M. Mehl's "Royal sale", March 23, 1948), 
reverse slightly off center. 

1793 G-3, C-2. Another Uncirculated example to record is the 1951 ANA 
850 (James Kelly), "considerable mint red". The reverse die may show late 
state characteristics when it weakens on the right side (W. H. Fenn 1 , Stack’s, 
Oct. 9, 1 976 and Harmer, Rooke 285, Sept. 22-23, 1976). 

1 793 G-4, C-1 . The bottom of the 3 in date tends to be weak in late state 
specimens; but a weak strike, early state coin will also show that weakness. 
Frank Wilkinson tells me that the reverse cud over F AMER starts out as a 
rim break only. 

1 794 G-1 . C-9. Another Unc.: H. and A. D. Colvin 1298 (French's, 

Oct. 28-29, 1960), "one of the finest known". Stack's Metropolitan Num. 

Conv. sale, May 4-6, 1956, lot 65, reports an example with 1 and 9 in date 
recut. If this is not a mere random doubling, it should represent a late state 
of the die. 1794 G-5, which employs the same reverse and is (presumably) 
an earlier variety, has (like G-1) a stronger obverse than reverse. 

1794 G-2, C— 7 . I now have found a total of 1 8 catalogue offerings of this 
variety. Add the following Unc.: Wayte Raymond's M.B.S. of Nov. 20, 1945, 
lot 1 , graded EF and said to be ex Parson’s collection, the sale or date not 
specified . 

1 794 G-3, C-8. One of the Alvord specimens (perhaps lot 1 7) was resold 
by Wayte Raymond in his sale of Nov. 20, 1945, as lot 2. 

1794 G-4, C-4. Correction: the large lettered edge variety was not dis- 
covered by Bill Raymond, as I wrote. It was re-discovered by him. Comm. 
Eaton knew of it in 1921 (THE NUMISMATIST, Nov. 1921 , pp. 522-523). The 
George H. Earle, Jr. specimen (sale and lot not specified) was resold by 
Wayte Revymond in his sale of Nov. 20, 1945, as lot 3. 
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1794G-5, C-2a. Add these Unc. examples to the six previously given: 
Walter F. Webb 207 (April 8, 1944), "gouge near Pole on Cap"; Dr. G. F, 
Wilharm 1815 (B . M. Mehl, Feb. 15, 1921); Wayte Raymond 4 (Nov. 20, 1945) 
ex Parson's collection, the sale eind date not given; Ed. Frossard coll. , lot 
902, (Bangs &Co., Oct. 2-3, 1884), described as Maris No. 2. 

1794 G-7, C-3. The Alvord 7, described by S . H. Chapman as having a 
large, deep dent in chin and graded VG, turned up again in Wayte Raymond's 
sale of Nov. 20, 1945, as lot 6, now graded F and said to have a "small dent 
on cheek". That's progress! 

1794 G-9, C-1a. The recutting of 1 794 is most evident at the bottom 
(1 958 ANA Conv. sale 587, A. Kosoff; Hollinbeck-Kagin 1210, Nov. 22, 1971). 

1794 C-lb, not in Gilbert. Add the second catalogue offering only, of 
this variety: Lester Merkin 130 (Nov. 20, 1968), rough, "only six known, all 
in low grades". 

1 795 G-1 , C-1 . The small reverse break over ED, in this variety cind 
in 1795 G-3, is now like a fusing of two or three dentils. It does not seem to 
worsen with continued use of the die. Two more Unc. offerings may be noted: 
1951 ANA Conv. sale 852 (James Kelly) eind Hollinbeck-Kagin 1211 (Nov. 22, 
1971), said to be proof-like and perhaps the finest known. 

1795 G-4, C-4. The weakest reverse central letters are ALF and EN 
(Dr. J. M. Henderson 438, S. H. Chapman, May 27, 1921). 

1795 G-5, C-6b. Frank Wilkinson tells me that some examples of this 
(thick flan) variety are of normal diameter, rather than a little wider. 

1795 G-6, C-5a. A left-sided weakness of the dentils, both obverse and 
reverse, is seen, at least in the intermediate and later die states, and the 
first S in STATES is also weak (Fenn 6; and NN 66th sale 815). This is also 
seen in the thick planchet variety, G-6, C-5b. H and C hf HALF CENT are 
the strongest reverse central letters, after die sinking starts (1 976 ANA 140). 
This happens early. 

The reverse break is really two breaks. First, the die cracks from T of 
STA to about F of HALF. Later, a different break is seen from about R of 
AMERICA extending into the same general area near F of HALF, but not 
touching the first break. This is also seen in the thick planchet variety, 

C-5b. 

Add another Unc. offering: T. L. Elder 348 (April 28-29, 1922), "flan 
crack at edge" . 

1795 G-6, C-5b . See comments under 1795 G-6, C-5a. Since I have no 
report that this thick flan variety has been seen with only the first reverse 
break, from T to near F, I assume that the thick flan variety was struck during 
the late state of the dies. 

Frank Wilkinson told me that Roger Cohen showed him an example of this 
variety where there was a small die break parallel to the long "one" and just 
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below it. This must be the terminal state. That additional break extends from 
the tip of the leaf just above the A in HALF to the middle of F in HALF, aund 
curves downward. 

An Uncirculated example was offered at the 1976 ANA Convention by 
Kenneth Goldmaun. It was double struck in the upper left quadrant, with am 
arc of dentils being visible. 


(To be continued.) 

JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills CA 90210 or c/o New 

Netherlands Coin Co . , Inc., 1 West 47th Street, NYC, NY 10036 

FOR SALE - SPECIAL COTTON-LINED COIN ENVELOPES 

These envelopes fit perfectly inside 2x2 standard coin envelopes. 

$9.50 per hundred; $55. per thousaind - postpaid. 

********!|C3(C**)|C 

ROD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

For Sale or Trade; Complete sets of PENNY-WISE by photocopy. 
Proportionate prices for partial sets or single issues. Will accept large cents 
in trade. Write for details. 

SPECIAL OFFER TO EAC MEMBERS 

Over the years we have been friends with many if not most EAC club 
members . Perhaps you are already acquainted with our "Rare Coin Review" 
(issued several times a year), our "special Coin Letter" (issued about ten 
times a year), and the auction catalogues produced by our division, the 
American Auction Association, Inc. If not, we would like to make this special 
offer to you: We will send you without charge or obligation of any kind our 

latest large illustrated catalogue. Each issue contains many different United 
States colonial coins, half cents, large cents, and other interesting pieces. 

To receive your copy simply write "send me a free copy of your latest 
catalogue per your special EAC offer " on a note or postcard and send it to us. 
Your catalogue will be sent by return mail ! 

We are always interested in the acquisition, either for purchase or for 
sale at auction, of choice and desirable early United States coins. When you 
think of selling your collection consider us. 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc., 6922 Hollywood Blvd. , Hollywood, CA 9CXD28 
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CENTS OF 1830 


John D . Wright 

For large cents 1830 is one of my favorite years. In spite of the 
1 ,711 ,500 cents delivered this year, it is slightly scarcer as a year them 
1829 and is even more intriguing. Five obverse and six reverse dies were 
mated into eleven varieties comprising three distinct subtypes. As in 1829, 
a single small letter reverse die saw limited use, producing one of the best 
known scarcities of the period. The five obverses break easily into two 
classes — the close date with inner circle, and the wide date without inner 
circle. Of the three subtypes (small letters, large letters/wide date, large 
letters/close date), only the small letters are scarce. But woe to the 
impatient variety collector! Three of the eleven 1830 cent varieties are far 
rarer than the scarce small letters. In fact, until the 1970*s two of them could 
properly be classed as non-collectibles. 

Only three varieties of this year are truly common, and together they 
account for about 80 % of all 1 830 cents and over 80% of all Mint State examples. 
In fact, if we were to add a fourth variety to the "common" group, that group 
would swell to well over 90% of all 1 830 cents . The one-of-a-year collector 
of Mint State cents will find 1830 a slight but not forbidding challenge, with 
a little over 100 true MS examples known. The Proof-collector has a near- 
impossible task in competing for one of the five confirmed Proof examples 
of 1 830 cents . And the variety collector must compete for the two R7 
varieties, with five known of one and eight of the other. What more could one 
ask foi an inexpensive year that offers a first rate challenge. 

The extensive intermarriage of the few dies of this year make it at once 
a simple and a difficult year to figure out. At least two, likely three or more 
dies saw interrupted use. At least one variety was struck on two occasions — 
both before and after a long string of other varieties to which it is die-linked. 
Once we have that spaghetti straightened out, the rest is easy. The sequence 
presented here is not the only possibility, but is the most logical of the 
several alternatives. In its development, I relied heavily on die-wear and 
break-progressions, placing the usually seen Proof variety first. Where 
alternatives arose I clutched at any straw available, such as flan- 
characteristics , postulating an inferior batch of blanks for those varieties 
characteristically found rough and black. If this was the case, there must 
have been at least two such batches. As the sequence fell into order, the 
small letter variety obediently took its position at the tail of the queue. Only 
one variety behaved perversely — Cent 2 (N-3) was struck both before and 
after Cent 5 (N-8), an act likely calculated to drive later researchers up the 
wall . 
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Cent 1 


I C; Crack Right Side O 


N-10 

(10-F) 


ONE CENT Crcx)ked 

Obverse 1 : Stars 5, 8 point between dentils, and star 9 nearly does. Inner 

circle is complete just off the dentil tips, boldest at left aind below. 

Sixth star is right of coronet tip. LIBERTY is weaker-cut them on 
other dies of this year, with BER boldly recut inside their tops. Base 
of T is far below that of R . 

Reverse A; Key leaves point PC-, R, R+, SPC. I of UNITED is dotted 
by a dentil. Feet of ME are quite close with E a trifle high. In 
ONE CENT, O is recut lightly at lower left, both E*s lean left cind T 
leans right. Tiny center dot. 

Striking variations: All seen are cracked lightly thru base of date and from 

right side of O thru outer points of stars on right. Reverse comes with 
hairline crack from rim over T thru tops TES to rim over O. Later 
this breaks to the rim between TA and SO, sinking gradually into a full 
rimbreak. Anotlier crack bisects this chunk from the top of the E. 
Newcomb's states 1 1 and III are a gradual progression of the same thing 
rather than definitively distinct states. 

Discussion: R5+, third rarest of the year . 45-15-15-15-15-12. The 

45-coin turned up at Central States '77, is prooflike (as "Unc"). The 
I5's are Van Roden-R. S. Brown, another of mine, Schreuder- 
Patterson, and Hines-Starr. A "60" was reported by Sheldon decades 
ago, but has refused to come to light. Perhaps he misremembered one 
of the Proofs. There are at least two 12-coins, six or seven 10*s, over 
a dozen other VG's, cind others lower. At least four Proofs have been 
currently traced (Smithsonian, L. Rogers, J. J. Pittman, F. Starr), 
one of which may (or may not) be the McCoy-Zanoni-Cleneay-Mougey 
piece. The early failure of the reverse fully explains the rarity of this 
variety, but the almost total absence of high-grade non-Proofs is a 
continuing puzzle. Examples of this variety usually change hands 
agreeably in the 6X-10X range. 


Cent 2 


I C: Crack Right Side O 

PLF PR 


N-3 

(3-C) 


Obverse 1 : Same as Cent 1 , later. 

Reverse B; Key leaves point PC+, SPR, PR, PC. Legend is far from 

the wreath, most noticeable at final S . Feet of TA are unusually close. 
Left pendcint of all T's is shorter than the right one. Small, bold 
center dot. 
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striking variations: Always seen with obverse crack thru outer points of 

first three stars, base of date, right side of O to outer points of 
*10-*13, other hairline cracks between *6-*9. Reverse dentilation fades. 
Evidently this die suffered an interrupted marriage, as several examples 
have a later reverse die state them found on the later Cent 5 (N-8), while 
some are earlier than on any Cent 5 (N-8). This variety is found with 
reverse rotated to (or near) all four major compass points — an interest- 
ing variety for that. 

Discussion: R4-, fifth commonest 1 830 . 65-65-60-60-60-55. Old auctions 

list another MS example or two but they are likely earlier appearances 
of other known coins. The best ones are die Blaisdell coin and mine, 
followed by the Newcomb, Hines, Freeman, and R. S. Brown examples. 
The "MS" examples in the W. F. Morgan (1932) and Wilharm (1921) sales 
are untraced. I know of only four full AU's and around a dozen XF's. In 
higher grades Cent 2 is tough and brings a premium of up to 1 .4X or so. 


Cent 3 


I C: Crack Right Side O 

CA and Leal all Close 


N-4 

(4-D) 


Obverse 1 : Same as Cents 1 and 2, later. 

Reverse C: Key leaves point PC+, SPR, R, NR. ED bases almost tough, 

final S is low, AME feet all nearly touch, with RI feet well apart. 

Final A is farther from the stem than on any other 1830. Tiny center 
dot fades and disappears. 

Striking variations: Reverse is always cracked from rim at bottom thru tops 
of UNITED ST, from rim over T thru tops of ATES to rim over O, thru 
tops of OF, from bases of OF AMER, thru centers ICA to rim at bottom. 
Obverse comes with inner circle bold (as on Cents 1,2), with inner circle 
weaker and rim crumbling on right, with the date crack very bold and 
joined to the rim to the left and right of the date (dentils now gone), cind 
finally with the section below the date broken away in an impressive rim- 
break. Obverse dentilation is characteristically bolder at right. Of the 
last two states mentioned, I have seen only one of each. 

Discussion: R1 , slightly the second-commonest 1830 cent. Roughly two of 

every five 1830's are Cent 3. 70-65-65-65-65-65. There are at least 

a half dozen 65's, a couple of dozen 60's, aind several borderline uncs. 

'! lie best is the Taylor coin, likely ex Williams. This is followed by a 
pack of others with no clear-cut second-best, including Helfenstein, 
Newc»mb, DuPont-Taylor, and a few others of less stellar pedigree but 
equal quality. Cent 3 commands no premium as a variety. 


I C Broken Only under 1 8 


Cent 4 


A Almost Touches Stem 


N-1 

(1-A) 


Obverse 2: Only the sixth star points between dentils. There is a complete 

inner circle, broken only below 18. Sixth star is right of coronet tip. 

Date is close and evenly curved. IBER feet are even and very close, BERT 
are recut at centers . The curl-tailed R is cut over a straight-tailed R . 

Reverse D: Key leaves point PC, R, PC, C. Second S is low, and final A 

almost touches the stem. Small center dot. 

Striking variations: Dentilation is bold on both sides, generally minimal at 

top obverse. Later strikes show light dishing reverse, light radial flow- 
lines near rim on both sides, light crack from rim over *1 thru outer 
points *2 to rim over *3. Usually found brown and cleein. Occasionally 
found with reverse crossways, rotated right. 

Discussion: R1 , third commonest 1830 . 65-60-60-60-60-60. At least twenty 
MS examples are known. The finest is the Masters coin, followed by the 
Sloss, ANS, Sawicki, and Steams examples. One Proof is known — 
Sargent-Beckwith-MacAllister-Starr . This variety is an old friend that 
is usually recognized at a glance by the circle broken only under 18. One 
in every five or six 1830's is this one, so it commands no premium. 

Cent 5 No I C: O High N-8 

PLF PR (8-C) 

Obverse 3: Stars 4,5,13 point between dentils, and stars 1 ,6,7,8 nearly do. 
There is no trace of an inner circle. Sixth star is slightly right of the 
coronet tip. Date is widely spaced with final O notably high — the 
"hiccup O". Lowest curl is completely over and right of O . B leeins 
slightly left, E is recut inside, B and R less so. Base of T is weaker than 
other letters. This obverse is characteristically flat but delicately 
detailed, as if the die were cut in lower but finer relief thain usual. 

Reverse B: Same as Cent 2, later. 

Striking variations: Earliest strikes show 1 widely recut to the left, but this 
fades quickly. Comes with and without crack tip of bust to rim below *1 . 
Reverse dentilation fades, radial flow-streaks develop over and thru CA, 
around to stem. Final strikes show fairly heas/y clashing inside the 
wreath and an obvious rust-pit below TA. 

Discussion: R1 , slightly the commonest 1 830 . 65-60-60-60-60-60, There 

are at least two dozen MS examples known, the best of which is the 
Clarke coin. At least three others have claims to second-best — Sawicki- 
Slife, Blaisdell-Bobbe, and R. S. Brown. There are also several border- 
line Uncs which are regularly offered ais MS cents. Once considered a 
very scarce variety, this could only have been attributable to poor 
memory on the part of the searchers. Cent 5 is easy to find and commands 
no premium. 
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Cent 6 


I C: Crack Right Side O 


N-11 
(11 -D) 


CA and Leaf All Close 


Obverse 3: Same as Cent 5, later. 

Reverse C: Same as Cent 3, later. 

Striking variations: Always found on dark flans, usually rough, more often 
than not with patches of corrosion. Obverse dentilation is heavy at top, 
weaker at botton. Reverse die is clashed in center, with additional crack 
from top of El to rim. 

Discussion: E7, second rarest of the year . 20-15-12-12-6-5-5-4. The first 

was discovered by A. C. Gies, reported by him to McGirk for his 1914 
supplement in The Numismatist — thence to H. Ghiapman (1934) cind 
Blaisdell. Newcomb took his description fmm the Blaisdell coin (G5). 
Walter Breen found the second one in Boston in 1956, and it went into the 
NN 50 sale (G4). I found the third one in a shoebox of loose cents while 
visiting the Wrubels at the Michigan State show in 1971 (F12), on to R. S. 
Brown in 1976. Not to be outdone. Rod Burress turned up the fourth one 
in Ohio in 1972 (FI 2). To upset the tie, I found the fiftn in a dealer's case 
of some 3000 loose cents at the Indiana State show in 1 975 (FI 5). Bill 
Noyes discovered the sixth in Boston the same year (Gf5). Clinton Hollins 
followed up with the seventh out of a bulk lot in 1977 (VF20), and I ur, covered 
the eighth in a junk box at the Indiana State show in 1977, passing it 
on to Johnnie Dillow (G5). This is a name-your-price variety, but the 
recent flurry of them (six since 1971) helps the collector a bit. This is a 
prime example of the way goodies turn up in fits and spurts rather than 
uniformly. 

Cent 7 No IC: O High N-7 


Obverse 3: Same as Cents 5 and 6, later. 

Reverse D: Same as Cent 4, later. 

Striking variations: Always has light crack tip of bust to rim just below *1 . 
Obverse dentilation is strongest at left and above. Reverse rim is always 
somewhat dished, and legend weakens as dentilation fades. Flans are 
usually hard and brown. 

Discussion: R4-, a scarce one, about equal to the small letters. 50-40-30- 
30-30-25. The best confirmed ones are Johns Hopkins, Lahrman, my 
coin (ex WRTS), Newcomb, and one in the '53 ANA sale. There are 
many other higher-grade examples that are unverified, untraced, or have 
problems . From 1 968 to 1 973 Larry Whitlow had a lovely tan MS 
example that was horribly plugged. Two AU examples were catalogued in 
the Wilharm sale (1921), since untraced. A "65" has been reported but 
is unverified — could be the plugged coin just mentioned. Two unconfirmed 
"30" coins appeared in sales in the 1950's, since untraced. There are 
around a dozen confirmed 20's aind at least a dozen fines. Gent 7 usually 
draws a slight premium (1 .3X or so) in grades below VF, and more in 
higher grades. 


A Almost Touches Stem 


(7-A) 
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Cent 8 


No I C; O High 
PLC C 


N-9 

(9-B) 


Obverse 3: Same as Cents 5,6,7, later. 

Reverse E: Key leaves point C, C, C, C. Final A is plainly but lightly re- 

cut on the right. A light die-scratch usually shows from leaftip to base 
of U. N of ONE leans right. Tiny center dot . 

Striking variations: Usually on smooth, brown flans, flatly struck, with top 

dentilation bold and bottom weaker. The die-scratch at U always shows 
if the coin is of high enough grade to show such things. 

Discussion: R7+, the rarest of the year . 25-12-7-7-7. The first example 

was found by Frank Andrews within a decade or so of the turn of the century. 
It passed to Howard Newcomb and Floyd Starr, and is rough, black and 
gouged (FI 2). The second specimen was discovered by Gies shortly there- 
after, to Henry Chapmain (1934) and Blaisdell (VG7) . The third was dis- 
covered by Del Bland in Boston (1969), to me, and on to R. S. Brown in 
1 976 (VG7). The fourth was turned up by Denis Loring in 1 973, to Ted 
Naftzger (VF25) — actually a 30-coin but for a couple of face nicks and a 
reverse scratch. The fifth I found in Minneapolis in 1976 (VG7) This is 
one the seller names his own price on — and the buyer pays it or does without. 

Cent 9 Crack Top of Date N-2 

PLS C (2-B) 

Obverse 4: Star 9 points beb^reen dentils, and stars 10,11 ,13 nearly do. 

There is an inner circle at left, K7-K12, just clear of dentil tips. Sixth 
star is slightly right of the coronet tip. Date is quite close, almost 
straight across the top. A string of rust pits makes an "earring" behind 
the ear. Base of I is above L-B, B is lightly recut inside top, ER much 
more obviously so. E is slightly oversized, but not so much as on Cent 10. 

Reverse E: Same as Cent 8, later. 

Striking variations: Generally found on clean, tan flans, cracked thru top of 
date and all stars. These cracks are faint on some, but bold on most. As 
the dies wear the die-scratch at U fades away. Cent 9 is almost invariably 
struck flatly on stars, brow, and coronet tip. Flow-lines often join several 
star points to the rim, and some of these may be breaks rather than flow- 
lines . 

Discussion: R2+, fourth commonest 1 830 . 65-65-60-60-60-60. Another two 

or three 60’s are known, a couple of AU’s, maybe a half dozen XF’s, and 
several lower. The best of the lot are the Hines-Bobbe and Gaskill- 
Taylor coins. In F-VF or less this is not a hard one at all. In anything 
but top grade it rarely commands any premium . 
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Cent 10 


Straight Date, Short- tip 1 


N-5 

(5-B) 


PLS C 

Obverse 5: Stars 1 ,2,13 point between dentils. Sixth star is slightly right 

of coronet tip. Faint inner circle runs from *1 clockwise to O of date. 

Date is moderately spaced and straight across. 1 has short peak (broken 
off) and leeins right. Feet of BER are joined, with oversized E well above 
top of R. Top of I is recut and broad. Center of E is recut, RT less 
plainly so . 

Reverse E; Same as Cent 9, later. 

Discussion; R4+, one of the scarcer ones. 60-60-60-50-50-50. An uncon- 
firmed 65 coin hcis been reported, and two more purported 60 coins 
appeared in some old sales but have since dropped from sight. Currently 
the top six are followed by a 40 and around a dozen VF’s. The best 
confirmed example is Hines-Gaskill-Taylor . The other two (possibly up 
to four) MS examples are currently untraced. The French-Green, 
Newcomb, and J. P. Young examples are all AU. This variety is in the 
same league with Cents 6 and 1 1 (N-7 and 6) and seems slightly scarcer 
than either, though it lacks the distinctive features of the latter. It is 
usually seen in VG and below, and my years of fruitless search have made 
me grudgingly willing to pay a 1 .5X premium or more for a nice 
I’m sure several others would too. 

Cent 11 Straight Date, Short-tip 1 

TATES Apart 

Obverse 5; Same as Cent 10, slightly later. 

Reverse F: Key leaves point NR, PC, PC, C-. The reverse letters 
small, most obvious by the isolation of the letters in STATES. 

UNITED is dotted by a dentil. Top of T3 is higher thain A-E. RI 
higher than AME-CA. Small, bold center dot. 

Striking variations; Reverse is cracked faintly along tops of TES OF A. 

Dentilation remains crisp on reverse, fades on obverse. A second hair- 
line crack develops from rim, along tops of UNIT and corner of E to rim. 
Reverse rim is usually slightly bolder at right. Generally found on dark 
flans, often rough, usually bluntly struck. 

Discussion; R4+, quite scarce and extremely popular . 60-55-50-50-45-45. 

Two fairly recent sales listed "brown Unc" examples (Associated 4/55, 

Kagin 12/65), but these are here listed as 50 coins until they come up for 
critical examination. R.S. Brown's MS example was an unattributed find 
in 1972, is flatly struck with full cartwheel. The next best if the Kissner- 
Taylor coin, followed by (perhaps) the "brown Unc" coins mentioned earlier, 
the Helfenstein, DuPont, and another currently untraced 45 coin, four or 
fice 40's, about two dozen more 20-35, and others lower. This variety is 
a favorite for overgrading, as its popularity seems to cause an extra grade 
or two to be tacked on as often as not. As a one-variety type, its type- 
premium exactly determines its variety-premium . 


one. 


N-6 

(6-E) 


are 
I of 
are 
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C7 

(N-7) 


Cll 

(N-6) 


C5 (N-8) 


C9 

(N-2) 
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TWO SHOWS IN THE MIDWEST 


John D. Wright 

Several people have told me they like personal -experience articles. 

From the other side of the fonce, I like them because they take very little 
research and practically no thinking at all . And since I have a houseful of 
screaming adolescent girls tonight (unappropriately dubbed a ’’slumber" 
party), thinking is impossible - so what you see here is what you get. 

One fine weekend in May, John and Mabel Ann Wright escaped from their 
tribe of offspring and enjoyed two days at the Central States Numismatic 
Society show in Milwaukee. Since this weis over a month ago I hope those of 
you who went unremembered will forgive my less-than-photographic recall . 

A four-hour drive brought us to the Red Carpet Inn, where we found the 
biggest layout around short of ANA - 1 80 taibles, a lau^ge exhibit area, and 
lots of people. Right away we bumped into Jackson Storm cu^d John PittmcUi, 
both politicking for ANA governorships . Fr^u^k Wilkinson attracted my 
attention at Chuck Furjanic’s table, so it was a good 20-30 minutes before I 
could start my methodical sweep of the bourse room. 

Copper was availafole in abundance, most (as usual) at high prices. But 
some goodies did come to light in short order. Rickie Gross bought an 
attributed XF 1 794 (head of 93) S-18b cent, sold it to Del Bland, who sold it 
to Jerry Bobbe immediately. An unattributed S-45 turned up, a decent VG 
piece at a Fine price. I bit the bullet and paid an Unc. price for an XF45 
1 830 cent - it was do that or pass up the finest known non-Proof 1 830 N10. 

At another table I found a Fine 1 820 N1 4, traded it end a lot of bucks to 
Del toward an AU 1 837 N1 5 . Bob Vail got the N1 4 when Del got back to 
California. Most XF-AU cents were untouchable, but I did manage to up- 
grade a few end add some interesting die-states to my collection - nothing 
spectacular though. 

A friend of mine from Indiana bought a nice 1794 S-39 cent a yeen or so 
ago (for big bucks, unfortunately), and had been hinting for several months 
that it was available. He had it at Milwaukee and was determined to not carry 
it home. When I weis pinned down for ein offer I learned that I had beat Del's 
and Jack Beymer’s offers by almost 50% and that a visit to the credit union 
would be in order when we got back home. 

We got in a short chat with Mike Tramte about a possible gathering of the 
mini-clan, but were called away by Jackson Storm before anything came of it. 
Mike got zero response from his P-W feeler for meeting-interest, so there 
was no meeting. Elx-EAC'er Gordon Gill was busy judging exhibits, so I never 
got to talk to him. Dwight Hostetler was up from Indiana, buying a few euid 
selling a few duplicates. We ducked out to a donut shop for some penny- 
peekin’ and small talk. 
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Since there was no single gathering, there was no single focus for the 
copper-collectors . From time to time the tables of Larry Whitlow, Jack 
Beymer, Gordon Wrubel, etnd Chuck Furjanic all served this function. We 
left at closing time Saturday, classifying CSNS77 as an excellent show, 
very enjoyable, but not one of the all-time greats. 

From there it was three weeks to the Indiana State Numismatic Association 
show in Indianapolis. We carted along the whole troop this time, including an 
itinerant mother-in-law, and arrived shortly before noon on Friday. Mabel 
Ann, after looking over the exhibits, left me at the show aund took her mom and 
the kids out to visit relatives . 

I spent a pleasant hour with Jack Borckardt, a thoroughly enjoyable gentle- 
man whose son Mark is dangerously afflicted with the half-cent disease. From 
there I begaun my systematic sweep, bumping into old friends at every turn. 

Alan Brouard was there, as wsis Phil Wagner, John Ashby, Jim McGuigan, 
Frank Wilkinson, Ken Wilson, John Pittman, Chuck Furjanic, and Ken 
Hallenbeck. I’m sure a few others were lurking in the wings or holding down 
tables, but th^ don’t come to mind at the moment. Phil explained the lack 
of response to Ashby’s "EAC Vest” proposal quite well as follows; "When a 
dealer sees that vest, your cherry-picking days are over" . Which brings up 
the term "cherry-picking" and most dealers’ picture of it . . . 

The thrill of the hunt always rtans high at a major show. Variety- 
collecting from unattributed stock is the nearest thing remaining to building 
a collection from chainge. Only in this case, "chainge" runs from three to 
fifty dollars a pop, depending on one’s tastes. And should the dealer who sells 
an occasional unrecognized rarity for a profit feel any more cheated thiaun the 
bagboy who is tipped a 1 932-D quarter and spends it? Both gained in their 
transaction, and it was only their own lack of training that prevented their gain- 
ing even more. Is the person who finally recognizes the 32-D a villian who 
"cheated" the spender? 

Jim Me Guigan told me of the "cherry of the show" - a 1 797 stemless 
bought by Chuck Furjanic aind resold quickly to Ken Wilson. The dealer had 
recognized, bought, and priced the coin as a nice VF 1797, but had overlooked 
the missing stems . Ken got a nice coin at an attractive price and Chuck got a 
quick profit. Both were winners, and the unaware dealer profited too. 

Leaving Jim’s table I stopped two teibles further down the same row. A 
dozen or so low-grade earlies caught my eye, were examined, and I had an 
instant headache - something about a 20-point rise in blood pressure or so. 

Yes, the 2x2 was unmistakable - "1 796, $35". Also unmistakable were the 
beads around the circumference, the lettered edge, and the date. I never 
thought I’d find a G4 1 793 Liberty Cap cent so cheap - but twenty years ago I 
have never thought I could find a 1 91 6-D dime for ten cents either. The 
cinalogy is almost exact. 

From here on it all just had to be downhill. Two Darvon and an hour 
later the headache persisted, somewhat dulled, aind so did I. An XF45 1827 
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N7 didn’t come cheaply, but the challenge there was to even find such a thing, 
regardless of price. Later that afternoon another surprise revealed itself. 
There are now eight known examples of 1830 Nil . The latest one, as both 
the previous ones I found, turned up in a "your choice" junk box at a state 
show (MSNS 71, ISNA 75, ISNA77). 

There was a lot more to the weekend - two nights with Mabel Ann's 
sister's family, visits to other relatives, another pilgrimage or two to the 
ISNA floor, browsing thru a large box of cents John Ashby bought, and more - 
but it all lived in the shadow of the 1793 Cap and the 1830 Nil. Yes, there are 
still some in hiding out there. And the coming of the Memorial mini-cent and 
the silverless money-tokens hasn't killed the thrill of the hunt. The arena hcis 
just shifted a little. 
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New Members 

#653 Charles O. Sullivan, 11 Mizzentop Lane, Centerville, MA 02632 
#654 G. Frederick Kolbe, P.O. Box 2097, Mission Viejo, CA 92675 
#655 Albert Per eyo, 1 68 Johnson Avenue, Meriden, CT 06450 
#656 Jim Lyons, P. O. Box 1523, Mt. View, CA 94042 

Jeff Garrett, P. O.Box 82236, Tampa, Florida 33618 


Reinstatements 


William Barnes, #307 
Rev. H. J. Stewart, #495 
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SWAPS & SALES 


THOMAS S. KATMAN 3 Saxony Drive Cinnaminson, NJ 08077 

FOR SALE: Oatalogs of large cent sales d* $1 0. each 

Hillyer Ryder (NN #41) Slight mildew, 4 pages 
Philip G. Straus (Stack’s, 5/59) 

William Van Roden (Stack’s, 1968) 

Masters (Rarcoa, 1 971 ) 

Also, reprint of the Alvord half cent sale, with plates 
and prices realized. 

Also 1796 S-89 Large cent VG8 $75. 

RARE NUMISMATIG BOOKS 

% G. FREDERIGK KOLBE P.O. Box 2097 Mission Viejo, CA 92675 

FOR SALE: PENNY WHIMSY plates - set of plates from the 1958 

edition. Printer’s over-run, unfolded and uncut. Four 
23” X 35" sheets, with the 51 plates printed on both sides. 

$15.50 

STEVE LEVY 2000 F Street, NW Washington, D.O, 20006 


FOR SALE OR TRADE: Large cents 


S-22 

3/1 by wear 

, several 


S-219 

AG3, mottled brown & 


edges beveled down 

$12. 


brass color 

$20 

S-44 

4/2+ 


21 . 

S-270 

Fr2 overall 

10 

S-78 

BS1 , filler. 

hole in 


S-270 

VG8 overall 

33 


center 


8. 

S-280 

AG, holed 

18 

I need clean AG-G Cap cents, 1811 

& 1857 half cents, and others. 




* * * 

* * * 

:|c :|c i|c 
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ROBERT VAIL 1 051 4 Coloma Road 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 


DUPLICATES 

FOR SALE 

- at cost: 



1 798/7 

S-1 52 

G 

$22. 

1 822 

N-5 VF 

$25 

1801 

3 Error 

AG 

15. 

1 827 

N-2 F 

10, 


3 Error 

G 

25. 

1 828 

N-10 F 

20, 

1 802 

S-225 

VG 

20. 

1 829 

N-5 F 

25, 

1 803 

S-243 

G 

10. 

1 830 

N-4 VF 

20, 

1817 

N-1 

G 

5. 


N-7 G 

7, 


N-8 

VG 

10. 


N-8 VF 

20 

1818 

N-5 

F 

15. 

1 835 

N-3 G 

5, 

1822 

N-4 

F 

10. 


N-5 F 

10, 


With purchase of 3 or more, take 10% discount. 
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LIBERT AS AMERICANA GALLERIES, P.O. Box 503 Willoughby, Ohio 44094 


FOR SALE - CENTS OF 1803 


S-243 (R-3) 

Good-5 

12.00 

S-255 

(R-1) 

Good-4/2 

10.00 


Very Good-7 

17.00 



Very Good-1 0 


S-244 (R-4) 

Very Good-10 

22.00 



Porosity 

20.00 


Fine-12 

38.00 



Very Good-1 0 


S-246 (R-4) 

About Good-3 

8.00 



Few Sm. Cuts 



Good -4 

15.00 



on Rev. Rim 

20.00 

S-247 (R-3) 

Good- 4 

13.00 

S-256 

(R-3) 

Very Good-7 



Very Good- 7 

25.00 



Some Nicks 

14.00 


Very Good-1 0 


S-258 

(R-1) 

Very Good-8 

16.00 


Reverse Edge 




Fine-1 5/1 0 

30.00 


Dent 

27.50 

S-259 

(R-4) 

Fine-12 Evenly 


S-250 (R-3) 

About Good-3 

8.00 



Porous 

27.00 


Good-5 

14.00 

S-260 

(R-1) 

About Good-3 

8.00 

S-254 (R-2) 

About Good-3 




Very Fine-30/25 



Reverse 




Obverse Pitting 

35.00 


Lamination 

7.00 

S-261 

(R-3) 

About Good-3 

8.00 




S-262 

(R-5) 

Good-5 

27.00 




S-263 

(R-3) 

Fine 15/10 

29.00 


ORDERING INFORMATION: (1) Full 15 day return privilege. (2) All coins 

sent postpaid. (3) Ohio residents add 4.5% 
state sales tax. 

CHUCK HECK Box 524 Amityville, New York 1 1 701 


FOR SALE: Newcomb book, 1963 edition, new & unused $72.50 

1800/79 S-194 No Rev. rim break, slight pitting inside ONE CENT, 

full sharp hair, beautiful brown, overall XF-40 250. 

1817 N-1 R4+, VG7 Small rim nick 14. 

1817 N-1 6 G4 Fifteen Stars 6. 

1818 N-6 VG7 2 reverse scratches 7. 

1829 N-4, R4+, VG8, verdigris in devices 15. 

1830 N-6, R4+, Small Letters, G6 but rim scrape over MER 12. 

1834 N-11^, double profile, VGI 0, 12. 


Also group of Fines (or so) $4 each: 1843,47,51,52,53,54,56 $25 for lot 


JOHNNIE E. DILLOW 227 Sioux Road Bristol, Virginia 24201 

FOR SALE: Large Cents, some scarcer varieties 


1802 

N-1 

R1 

G5 

$ 7. 

1 833 

N-3 

R1 

FI 5 

$10 

1827 

N-10 

R6 

G6 

35. 

1 834 

N-5 

R5 

G4 

14 

1 828 

N-7 

R3 

VF20 Rev Cor. 

14. 

1834 

N-5 

R5 

VG10+ 

22 

1829 

N-2 

R2 

VF25+ 

17. 

1 835 

N-1 2 

R4 

G4 

6 

1 831 

N-5 

R4 

G5 Porous 

7. 

1 836 

N-4 

R4 

FI 5 Rough 

9 

1831 

N-1 4 R5 

G6 

20. 

1 851 

Unlisted VF30 

35 

1832 

N-2 

R3 

FI 2 

9. 


(Called N 

-43 by WEJ) 



Return privileges. Some postage will help. 
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For Sale: LARGE CENTS 1794 - 1803 


1794 S-18a R7 Ex-Downing-Paschal . Oescribed as VG8 in The Downing 

catalogue, recorded here as G6 due to smoothing in the 

right obverse field. Extremely attractive for the grade. $1750. 

S-19a R6 Ex-Bland-Bush. CC5-6. No problems for this F12. 1600. 

S-37 R7 Ex-COSmith-Bonard-Berube-VanCl eave. The key numbered 1794. 

A cent which all agree is F12+. CC4(Collectible #3) 8000. 

S-68 R5 Ex-Hines-Neil-Bluestone-Blaisdell-Bush. VG8. 200. 

1795 S-73 R6 Ex-Sears-Dalley-Blaisdel 1 . Obv. crack - CC7. F12. 350. 

S-73 R6 Ex-CMFurjanic. Red patina on obverse. VGIO. 250. 

1800 S-192 R3 Ex-Blaisdell-Bland-Beymer. This piece as well as the rest 

of the 1800's has been kept because of nice surfaces. VF25. 200. 
S-195 R6 Ex-Proskey-Hines-Sheldon. Rarest coll, overdate. CC5. VF20. 600. 
S-199 R4 Very early die state, unusual as such. CC4-6. VF20. 200. 

S-201 R4 Absolutely perfect surfaces, die swelling. CC4. VG10+. 300. 

S-204 R4 Amazing new discovery piece. CC5(collectible #3) EF45+. 700. 

S-208 R3 Ex-Henderson-Paschal. CC6. VF20+. ^ 200. 

1801 S-214 R4 EX-ANA76. CC2. Tiny planchet pinch. MS60+ or MS65 3000. 

S-215 R5 Ex-Dupont-TAD. Burnished to look better than VF25. 200. 

S-215 R5 Ex-Matternes-CDSmi th. Perfect Dies. VGIO. 75. 

S-215 R5 Ex-Bland-CDSmi th. Latest Die State. G6. 75. 

NC-1 R6 Ex-Stevens-Blaisdell-CDSmith. CC3 of this once thought to 

be unique variety. FI 5. 1000. 

S-217 R7 Ex-Borhek-Loring-Shalowitz. CC7 of the variety on almost 

every want list. Collectible #5, Feasible #1. G5+. 1000. 

S-218 R6 Ex-Gal lo-Naftzger sale. CC4-5. VGIO. 600. 

S-219 R2 Ex-Bowers & Ruddy(as AU50)-Adams-CDS. Now CC7. EF45(+?) 1000. 

NC-2 R8 Ex-Hines-HKD-CDS-WHS-Naftzger. CC2 of 4(1 in ANS) VG8+. 3000. 

S-220 R3 Ex-Naftzger sale-EAC75 sale. Tied CC1-CC3. AU50. 1000. 

S-220 R3 Ex-Henderson-CDSmi th. Perfect dies. VF30. 300. 

S-220 R3 Ex-Dupont-CDsmi th. Later die state. VF20. 200. 

S-221 R3 Reverse break over STA(latest die state). F12. 75. 

S-222 R1 Ex- Beckwi th -Newcomb-Hol land-Helfenstein-Naftzger-Rarcoa- 

CDSmith. CC2 and highly desirable as an flSGO 1801. 2000. 

S-223 R1 Ex-Dupont-CDSmith. (latest state:9f=Gb) VF25. 200. 

S-224 R1 Ex-Proskey-Hines-Sheldon-CDSmith. Wanted by Clapp for the 

ANS collection. One reverse rim break. A very neat VF30. 300. 

S-224 R1 Ex-Sloss-CDSmith. Later die state with both reverse rim 

breaks. An interesting progression from the last. VF20. 200. 

1803 S-249 R3 Obverse break at point of bust. Latest state. VG7. 50. 

NC-1 R6 Ex-Naftzger sal e-Lori ng-Adams. CC3(collectible #2, feasible 

#1). Rarer than the S-264 at double this price. 1750. 

TERMS: Something down, a note for the rest at 1% per month on balance outstanding. 
Expected duration of loan as agreed upon. 

William R. T. Smith P.O. Box 514 Wilmette, Illinois 60091 ph:31 2-256-2714 

office ph: 31 2-630-561 7 
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ROBERT KRAFT 


1 907 Monroe Street 


Madison, Wisconsin 53711 


Large Cents for trade: 

VG - 1822, 1826 & 1832 
F - 1816, 1835, 1839, 1843, 1845, 1850 
VF - 1836, 1838, 1842, 1844, 1851, 1852, 1856 

Will trade entire lot for $60 no-cull silver coins or your ????????. 
Obviously a single lot, so please write first. 


KEN NOBLE 965 Mueller Road Warminster, Pennsylvcinia 18974 
For Sale: 


1849 N-18 

1852 N-1 

1853 N-26 

1854 N-24 

1854 N-8 

1855 N-9 
1931-D 
1868 


AU55 Porosity - 

$25.00 

XF45 

23.00 

VF35 

10.00 

AU50 

30.00 

XF40 Slight Porosity - 

20.00 

VF35 

30.00 

Lincoln AU55 

8.00 

Two Cents AU55 

32.00 


All clean, even colored brown surfaces 


********* 
DENIS W. LORING P.O. Box 161 
EARLY CENTS FOR SALE 


1 794 

S-25 

G-5 

$ 40 


S-38 

VG-7 ex Dupont 

175 


S-44 

G-5 

35 


S-64 

VG-7 

90 


S-68 

VG-8 

1 75 

1796 

S-83 

G-4 

30 


S-85 

4/3 

40 


S-89 

AG-3 

22 

1797 

S-128 

G-5 

15 


S-132 

VG-7 

125 

1798 

S-1 54 

F-12 

50 


S-156 

AG-3 

90 


S-1 58 

AG-3 

10 

1800 

S-200 

VG-7 

17 


Back Bay Annex Boston, Mass. 02117 


1 801 

S-220 

VF-20 

$1113 


S-220 

15/20 

85 

1 802 

S-241 

F-12 

35 

1803 

S-254 

VG-7 

15 

1807 

S-274 

VG-10 

35 

1810 

S-281 

G-6 

20 

1811 

S-286 

G-5 

40 

1812 

S-288 

5/15 

22 

1814 

S-294 

VG-7 

20 

Also 

available 

, please write 

1794 

S-66 

G-6 


1 800 

S-1 95 

F-15, CC-6 


1801 

NC-1 

VG-8 


1802 

NC-1 

F-12, ex Naftzger 

1 838 

N-1 4a 

F-1 5 



Orders under $50. , please add a buck or two for postage. Theinks. 

************* 
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GORDON J. WRUBEL Box 12506 


Overlaind Peu^k, Kansas 66212 

Tel. 913-649-2582 


A NICE SELECTION OF EARLY COPPER 


1787 

1808 

1808/7 

1829 

1794 

1794 

1794 


1794 

1794 


Conn. 

14: Ch . Brown 

XF/AU 

$1 75. 

C. 

G-2, CMM-3 

Good-5 

17. 

ft 

G-1 , CMM-2 

AG-3 

16. 

ft 

Obv. Nearly full red. 

Rev. mottled 

275. 


S-1 86. Hd.of'93. 

VF sharpness but 



burnished surfaces reduce to VG-8-10 rcu^ge 
S-1 96 Hd . of *93 G-4 Some areas weak/strong 
S-21 "Flat Pole", VF-35 sharpness but a few hairline 
obv. scratches and some scattered planchet grainularity 
reduce to VF-25 

S-22 "Bent Lock" VF-35 

S-23 "Shattered Obv." VF-30 but several Obv. & Rev. 
rim bumps reduce to F-1 5 


1794 


patina. Still heis am attractive two- tone 
appearance. VF-30+ 

S-66 "Split Pole" VG-10 Rim dents VG-7 


295. 

165. 


275. 

450. 

350. 


1794 

S-25 

Separated Date 

F-1 2 

165. 

1794 

S-26 


ZG-3 

26. 

1794 

S-26 

VF-30 Nice brown color 

485. 

1794 

S-28 

"Ornate" variety VF- 

30 some very light 



scattered porosity 

VF-25 

225. 

1794 

S-29 

"Tailed Reverse" VF- 

-35 A few small 



Obv. 

spots 


450. 

1794 

S-32 

"Venus Marina" VF-35. Lt. porosity Obv. , 



heavier on Rev. F-1 5 or so 


135. 

1 794 

S-36 

F-1 2 Dark and porous 

so G-6 

150. 

1794 

S-38 

VF-20 Porosity removed from Obv. VG-10 

285. 

1794 

S-41 

"Abrupt Hair" 

VF-25 

390. 

1794 

S-43 

"Short Bust" 12/10 Two-tone brown 

140. 

1794 

S-46 

"Crossed E" 

VG-8 

85. 

1794 

S-49 


VG-10 

90. 

1794 

S-54 

"Crooked 7" VF-30. 

Few rim bumps either 



side 


VF-20 

185. 

1794 

S-55 

"Big Berries" Var. 

VF-30 

450. 

1794 

S-56 

"Office Boy" Rev. 

VG-7 

72. 

1794 

S-57 

"Pyramidal Head" 

F-1 2 

150. 

1794 

S-58 

"Many Haired" 

G-4 

45. 

1794 

S-58 

Rev. cud at "unit" cleaned VG-8 

to 

• 

1794 

S-58 

VF-30+ sharpness, si 

. porous, deemed and 



retoned 

F-1 2 

125. 

1794 

S-59 

"Double Cut Bow" Rev 

. crack VF-20 

165. 

1794 

S-60 

"Patagonian" Obv. 

VF-30 

635. 

1794 

S-61 

n 

VF-30 

675. 

1794 

S-62 

"Trephined Head" 

VG-7 

95. 

1794 

S-63 

"Fallen 4" 

F-1 5 

250. 

1794 

S-65 

"Shielded Hair" 

VF-35 dark gremular 



225. 

750. 
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GORDON J. WRUBEL (Continued) 


1794 

S-69 VF-35 Old It. hairline Obv. scrs. blended into med 

. 


brown color 

VF-25 

275. 

1794 

S-70, interesting example of the dies; left half of Obv. 



weakly struck, rt. side bold. VF-25 Glossy surfaces . 



med. brown 


325. 

1794 

S-71 G-4 Only one seen with die break across lower rev. 

52. 

1794 

S-71 VF-30 sharpness. 

Patches of porosity in Obv. 



fields. A few nicks and scrs. on Rev. overall F-12 

125. 

1794 

S-72 "Exact Head of '95" 

F-1 5 Oleaned long ago, now 



retoning nicely 


165. 

1796 

S-86. 

VG-10/4 

90. 

1797 

S-131 Stemless Rev. 

VG-10 

62. 

1 798/B- 

-151 

AG-3 

21 . 

1800/179 S-194 MS-65 Slight flan clip at 3:00. A beautiful cent 



from Dorothy Paschal's date set. 

2750. 

1803 

S-258 MS-60+ Golden brown like a cookie just out 



of the oven 


2400. 

1803 

S-260 

AU-55 

575. 

1803 

S-265 Lg. dt., Lg. frac. 

G/AG full dt. and fraction 

27. 

1817 

N-16 15 stars. MS-60+. 

Rare cond. ex C. Douglcis 



Smith 


1100. 

1820 

N-13 MS-65 Nice 


350. 

1822 

N-1 1 AU-50 


66. 

1828 

XF-40 Rev. ruffhess 


16. 

1834 

N-4 

VF-20 

12. 

1843 

N-2 Part red unc. nice! 


300. 

1852 


MS-65 

285. 

1854 


AU-55 

60. 

1855 

UP. 5 

MS-65+ 

395. 


Misc. lot of cents: 1822(2), 1836, 1837 (5), 1839(3), 1843 Obv. '42, 

RX '44(2), 1844(4), 1847, 1852. 19 pcs. all unattributed. Grading Good to 
Fine (1 839's & '43's are VG/F. Excellent starter/practice set. 88. 

#4 hair watchmakers brushes for keeping dirt and film off your precious 
early coppers $5 . postpaid 

Since I attend all major coin shows around the country and most major 
auctions, I have the opportunity to examine hundreds of copper coins every 
month. 

Send me a list of your wants by Cohen, Sheldon and Newcomb numbers and 
I'll track them down for you. 

I also have many duplicate reference works and auction catalogs on early 
coppers. Please inform me of those you need for your library. 
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WILLIAM A. WEIMER 2327 Northern Hills Court, N.E., Rochester MN 

55901 

FOR SALE; Large Cents and some Catalogues; (all postage paid) 
•'1815 made from an 1813, eiboutgood, $10.00 

1817 N1 6 From the Frank Masters sale. May 14, 1971 , where it was 
described; "Newcomb 16a. Mint state-60, but not fully struck 
up. Brown and steel color. Fifteen star variety, ex. 
Pelletreau." I grade it a very lovely AU-55. $350.00 


1830 N2 Fine-15 

1830 N8 Fine-12 

1831 N4 Very fine-20, R5 

1835 N1 Reengraved on obverse. 

looks like a nice XF-40 
1837 N15 Fine-12 

Catalogues; 


$ 10.00 

$ 10.00 

$35.00 

Reengraving is not all that obvious . 
$25.00 
$25.00 


French collection; a fixed price list by B. Max Mehl, Xerox copy $20.00 
Dr. Charles Ruby sale, parts 1 and 3; Superior 2/11/74 and 2/10/75. 

Many large cents in both sales; prices realized. $20.00 

1 4 Lester Merkin sales, 1970 to 1974. Many with nice runs of large 

cents. 12 have prices realized. $30.00 

James O. Sloss sale of US Large Cents; Kosoff, Oct. 1959. 

Plates. $15.00 

2 American Auction Association sales; 11/10/72 and 5/19/72. One heis 

over 200 lots of cents after 1815; many plated. Prices real. $10.00 
Early American Coppers sale by Pine Tree, 2/15/75. $ 5.00 

2 Cape Kennedy Medals sales; Nofal-Kling and Tom Morely. One 

with prices realized. $ 5.00 

10 Superior Stamp aind Coin Co. sales, 1975-77. Most have 

prices realized. $40.00 

74 Stacks catalogues. Almost a complete set from late 1970 to 

present. Most include prices realized. $120.00 

************* 


WILLIAM J. PARKS 1 705 N . Westmoreland Drive, Orlaindo FL 32804 
FOR SALE; Large Cents 


I 823/2 

N-1 

G-5 

$22. 

,50 

1823 

N-2 

G-4 

17. 

.50 

1823 

N-2 

F-12 

57. 

.50 

1841 

N-2 

VF-30 

14. 

.50 


The above ad appeared in the last issue of PENNY-WISE. This time you may 
take 5 % discount; next issue 10%; next 15% and so on until sold. If you wait 
long enough, you may get them for 50%, then again you may miss the boat. 




Y 
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